
I received a scholarship to study mathematics at UCSD. As the first

person in my family to attend college, the transition was tough for me. I

lacked the proper study skills to be successful at a big university. I took

a leave of absence and attended Mesa College which ended up being

a life-changing decision. At Mesa, I enjoyed the smaller class size and

felt supported by my professors. I loved the environment so much, I

knew that I wanted to complete my degree and teach math at Mesa.

Connecting with students and helping them attain their educational

goals has become my passion. I am on a mission to convince everyone

that they are good at math. In my free time, I love to watch sports and

dream about being a sports statistician.

I am a geology professor at San Diego Mesa College. My passion and life’s

work is to make science accessible to general audiences in both academic

and non-academic settings. My first formal teaching role involved working

with instructors at Challenger Middle School to provide geoscience-

focused experiences for students on a multi-day trip to the Grand

Canyon/Flagstaff, Arizona region. Later in my career, I worked as a summer

instructor for UCSD Extension’s Global Environmental Leadership and

Sustainability program, which involved week-long trips with high school

students to the Biosphere II facility in Arizona; Los Alamos, New Mexico; and

Hawaii’s Big Island. Prior to joining the Mesa faculty fulltime in 2004, I

worked in the environmental consulting industry and taught geoscience

courses at Cuyamaca, Grossmont, and MiraCosta colleges, as well as San

Diego State University. As a registered professional geologist and certified

engineering geologist, I have over 14 years of experience managing

geologic and environmental field investigations. I hold a B.S. degree in

geology from Humboldt State University and an M.S. in geology from the

New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology. I also serve as a board

member for the Anza-Borrego Desert Natural History Association and lead

summer excursions to Iceland.
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