
 
Sent: Thursday, September 3, 2026 2:52 PM 
Subject: Weekly Update from Prez Hands - Week of August 31, 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our community. 
The updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of becoming the 
Leading College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

 

 

  

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

   

   

 

 

Carrying Our HSI STEM and AANAPISI Work Forward 
 
On September 30, 2026, our federal HSI STEM and 
AANAPISI grants will come to an end, marking the first time 
since 2014 that Mesa will begin an academic year without 
federal grant funding specifically supporting this work. 
 
While I feel the weight of what we are losing, I am 
incredibly proud of what we have built and grateful to 
everyone who made this work possible. Mesa remains a 
Hispanic Serving Institution and an Asian American and 
Native American Pacific Islander Serving Institution—and 
our commitment to belonging, equity, and student success 
remains unwavering. 
 
Read my full message and reflections → 
  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nv-wCdCQ2sSw5K6xmsX4agpTy4h0SeW-/view?usp=sharing
https://www.flickr.com/photos/sdmesa/55285304139/in/album-72177720333793118
https://www.flickr.com/photos/sdmesa/55255798633/in/album-72177720333527541
https://www.flickr.com/photos/sdmesa/53910543171/in/album-72177720319400610/lightbox/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/sdmesa/52360910949/in/album-72177720302130824/


 

 

 

  New Professional Learning Opportunity: #RealCollege 
Curriculum Now at Mesa College! (FLEX#35460) 
  
Mesa College now offers the #RealCollege Curriculum—four 
asynchronous, on-demand courses from Believe in 
Students designed to help faculty and staff better support 
students facing basic needs insecurity. 
 
What’s Included: 

• Four-Course Series: Basic Needs 101 plus specialized 
modules, including support for parenting students. 

• Flexible Learning: Self-paced, practical, evidence-based 
tools you can use right away. 

• Campus Impact: Help strengthen Mesa’s basic needs 
support. 

     Access the courses by creating an account and using campus 
code Mesa2526. Please keep this code internal to Mesa. 
 
Please reach out to Janue Johnson, jjohnson001@sdccd.edu, if 
you have any questions. If you encounter technical issues please 
view this document for accessing the modules: Guidance for RCC 
Partners_2026 
 

 

 

 

 
The Power in Your Position: Showing Up with Purpose 
and Impact 
with Dr. Pilar Nova Huffman 
 
What changes when we stop seeing our positions as 
roles and start seeing them as spaces of influence, 
purpose, and possibility? In this interactive session, Dr. 
Pilar Nova Huffman, a higher education leader and 
professional development strategist grounded in the 
belief that what you nurture will rise, draws on Maslow's 
principles of motivation and her own NURTURE 
Framework to explore how the environments we create 
shape how people grow and contribute. Through 
reflection, dialogue, and hands-on activities, participants 
will examine the link between their sense of purpose and 
their impact on institutional culture and student success, 
leaving with a powerful question to carry forward: What 
am I nurturing through the position I hold, and what 
could rise because of it? 
 

             September 18, 2026 at 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM 

    ZOOM: https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/j/82442746278 

  Registration link! 
  

https://believeinstudents.org/realcollege-curriculum/
https://believeinstudents.org/
https://believeinstudents.org/
https://believeinstudents.org/
mailto:jjohnson001@sdccd.edu
https://sdccd0-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jjohnson001_sdccd_edu/IQDiv63MVzbGQoM0rRPFEpZAAZEwOyQ8Hh8KOiwahUnCAhg?e=20oZXS
https://sdccd0-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jjohnson001_sdccd_edu/IQDiv63MVzbGQoM0rRPFEpZAAZEwOyQ8Hh8KOiwahUnCAhg?e=20oZXS
https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/j/82442746278
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/ZqKajB91Pg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fIHGvP1ywW5rq8-mqqKhMWjg6U-gv0hN/view?usp=sharing


 

Beginning September 15, 2026, CCCApply will transition to CCCStart, introducing a new Start@SDCCD process designed 
to provide students with an improved and more streamlined entry experience. 
Learn more about the transition and why the change is being made by watching this brief video: Why CCCStart? 
  

   

 

Around the District: September NewsCenter 
 
The latest SDCCD NewsCenter highlights the start of the 
fall semester, new affordable student family housing, 
Convocation 2026, and more from across the District. 
This edition also spotlights Mesa College’s award-

 
 

The Board of Trustees of the San Diego Community 
College District met in person, with online participation 
available, on Thursday, August 27, 2026. 
 
Read or print the full Board Report or share the Board 
Report on social media. 

https://bit.ly/whycccstart?utm_source=chatgpt.com
http://www.sdccd.edu/docs/District/mcpa/Board%20Report-082726.pdf
https://www.sdccd.edu/departments/communications/newscenter/articles/2026/board-report-8-27-2026.aspx


 

winning Speech and Debate team, upcoming Gallery 
exhibit, and other opportunities and events happening 
throughout SDCCD. 
 
Read the full NewsCenter. 
  

 
The next Board of Trustees meeting will be held in a 
hybrid format at 4 p.m. on Thursday, September 10, 
2026. Meetings can be viewed on the Board of Trustees 
YouTube Channel. 
  

 

  

   

   

 

 

Fall 2026 FTES is  6,362 and our headcount is 
22,318.  For Fall 2026, we are 103.2% towards meeting 
our goals and anticipate being able to meet our targets 
even with changes in enrollment and fraudulent "bot" 
students being removed.  As for Fall 2026, the 
numbers continue to increase, and we have 0.57% 
more students this week compared to last 
week.  Please note that the data has not yet been 
calculated based on the new attendance accounting 
method. 
  

 

  

 

  

 

 

Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys Newsletter! 

 
The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look 
at all the great things that are happening on our campus. 
We encourage all faculty and staff to pass this along to our 
students, and also to sign up to receive these newsletters 
straight to their inboxes! Click below to sign up and for 
more information about Mesa Journeys: 
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys 
 

 

 

   

Click on the flyer to enlarge 
  

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/San-Diego-Community-College-District-NewsCenter.html?soid=1135345164806&aid=CQdL74FMyos
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.youtube.com/@SDCCDTrustees__;!!PwqFijg!o1CbQ348JnwcUe66sijUMjwLF0wcVleDnUsYUJHoSG_Vo3Tt_6xUz9X3R0t9MQXH98q-2oLb6SQyfw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.youtube.com/@SDCCDTrustees__;!!PwqFijg!o1CbQ348JnwcUe66sijUMjwLF0wcVleDnUsYUJHoSG_Vo3Tt_6xUz9X3R0t9MQXH98q-2oLb6SQyfw$
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1134893054549/aa773dc2-d939-42da-b38b-6d818dffd831
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys


   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

   

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

   

 

  

   

   

 

 

Reminder regarding parking permits for events, guest 
speakers, and meetings.  
Event Parking: 
All parking for events should be included as part of 
your Event Request in the Events & Reservation Portal. 
Please keep in mind that 
all event requests must be submitted at least three 
weeks before the date of your event (longer for large 
events). More information can be found in the Event & 
Reservation Portal FAQs. 
Non-Event Individual/Group Permits: 
Requests for non-event parking can be submitted via 
the Non Event Parking Permit Request 
Form now available on our webpage, within the Events 
& Reservations Portal. These would include requests 
that are not part of an “event,” such as guest speakers, 
departmental meeting attendees, etc. that do not 
require any other support. 
  

 

  

   

https://c2eib679.caspio.com/dp.asp?AppKey=78aa40006e129f60fe2d4a439227
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/admin-services/facilities-operations/_assets/documents/PortalEventandReservationFAQs.pdf
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/admin-services/facilities-operations/_assets/documents/PortalEventandReservationFAQs.pdf
https://c2eib679.caspio.com/dp/78aa4000d51225b4bb1d4ff680f3
https://c2eib679.caspio.com/dp/78aa4000d51225b4bb1d4ff680f3
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/admin-services/facilities-operations/index.shtml
https://c2eib679.caspio.com/dp.asp?AppKey=78aa40006e129f60fe2d4a439227
https://c2eib679.caspio.com/dp.asp?AppKey=78aa40006e129f60fe2d4a439227
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MGTaZRYb5RhBgedPrMX4J1Qv6VEYTMX6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pjr6Et1xj1WHV2EGbiebhPDAY6cTSxB_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iaRtI3XWY0U6HzZIxHIOqagdfsXc64Od/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sd0nhCeSEkUFMCWF8vrHvK27lJ-DW-gN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kPFukkksFGFUmbvkNTKHy9_AAgYagGNa/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XDeJEkX4H-WjjS7vAYWP22sNV6ESpWYL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UvY6TAjA81s2uLgxr6kg0fBJH54HknOX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14XunOFDS-xihTbcaD7H0nwLWvvjos-Mb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u53fpyiMKnfiBqdomYPYHzbwm94W5le9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uwVh-cGCu_aTg8je_2s0uOLzkg7lsqSI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11_AhxdznAUszQa-uKpIZoqSi4KJlhkiP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kHMSy307f60eqFc2wx3tjTshs2aUaM_X/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-Rhal1vF2dxKbdwLIJb5cTetnBJ41cMn/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j708wMQ_nM5G1mFJ8W6JE-NCnf3bhFo5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UFK0PIWgo9GRZYGWucGg8EFrsvYmJbvz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ksaQ6gHD_HTH4af5aISkqXz8Bgg1Uuxu/view?usp=sharing


   

New Resource: Data Element Dictionary & Acronym Glossary 
 
The Institutional Effectiveness (IE) Office has published a new Data Element Dictionary & Acronym Glossary on our 
website to support a shared understanding of the terminology used across Mesa College. Whether you’re reviewing 
reports, navigating dashboards, or interpreting campus communications, this resource is designed to clarify common 
data definitions and acronyms in one central place. You can find it on the IE website under the Data Dictionary & 
Acronym Glossary section. We invite you to explore it and reach out to the IE Office with suggestions for new 
additions, updates, or corrections as we continue to build and refine this tool together. For feedback, please contact 
Adriana Caetano at acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu. 
  

 

  

https://app.fabric.microsoft.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMzU1NzM5MzAtNzI2MC00NTM2LWI1YzItNjY5OGE2ZjA4MTkwIiwidCI6IjA0MGM2MDMxLTNhYmItNDgzNS1iMzBjLTlkODg5NTViNGM2OSIsImMiOjZ9
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/institutional-effectiveness/index.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/institutional-effectiveness/index.shtml
mailto:acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu


 

  

 

  
Mark your calendar, the San Diego Mesa College Foundation's signature event, Spirit of Mesa, turns three this October, 
and we cannot wait to celebrate with you! 
  
This year's theme, The Power of Us, is a celebration of the entire community that makes student success possible. This 
year's theme recognizes that our greatest impact happens when we come together, and we're putting that belief into 
action by shining a spotlight on the Mesa Impactship Program (MIP). 
  
We’re especially proud to spotlight the Mesa Impactship Program this year. MIP is Mesa's flagship initiative supporting 
our commitment to living-wage outcomes by connecting students with paid, hands-on internships that build 
professional experience, industry skills, confidence, and career networks. Together, we can turn opportunity into 
experience, experience into careers, and careers into a stronger San Diego. 
  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/xya5iv7ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-FVDeTk-TRBvL0qYqvvK97fRu_3-vBOxgXgagCjHwlWK_LgcrWUpQAZbBxJD_jw0IL2TMLS_n-ygKkGN597sAbiTYUl2ZAZYmzt02ZySdh0kGNQjn5oQ0W1lDvDsvmcEYkf4R9ibUVt6veEv-wcJPOp6LV5s5mEBSuaCD0jmuS4=&c=eIyPXvgcNTRRVsq0fPEaHQ68SUP5YfDsfdqhvX3xP4iS43CUW2omEQ==&ch=oRyOmzPrd1Ccmbm7qBW2Aku-EAll2WZp3LSyJ_nNWI2gjRVopETZtA==__;!!PwqFijg!vhbrU8LoUH-8-DGKWJH2hlsfQBKVK7uOfPCdH-FE01whkGYeENlr7ZGqnxKdaaMtIPvdcit8GyRk0LyT-Gupv3VauKy3I3gv45h_$
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/


Join us on the beautiful San Diego Mesa College campus for an evening of joy, gratitude, and community. Your presence 
will add to the joy of our event. Please save the date and join us!  
  
Date/Time:  
Friday, October 9, 2026 
4:30 pm: Reception 
5:30 pm: Seated Program and Dinner 
  
Location:  
San Diego Mesa College Quad 
  
  

Want to learn more about grant seeking? 
View the flex workshop hosted by Dr. Michael Lettieri, who is leading grant writing efforts, and Krista Stellmacher, 
CFRE and Director in service to the Office of Resource Development and Foundation.  
 View Recording 

  

 

  

Non-Participation in Immigration Enforcement Activities 
 
Please remember that our district has an official immigration policy, AP 3415. This policy directs all inquiries regarding 
immigration enforcement to the District Chancellor and District General Counsel. If you receive a confirmed report of 
immigration enforcement on campus, please contact: 

• SDCCD Chancellor’s Office (Greg Smith): 619-388-6957 | chancellor@sdccd.edu 
• SDCCD General Counsel (Ljubisa Kostic): 619-388-6589 | lkostic@sdccd.edu 

You are not expected to engage with immigration enforcement or place yourself or others at risk. If approached by 
immigration officials, you may respond:“I am not authorized to speak with you, answer your questions, or provide access 
to any people or facilities per SDCCD policy. Only the District Chancellor and General Counsel have authority to assist 
you.”To stay informed and prepared: 

• Update your emergency contact information in the MySDCCD portal 
• Download the SDCCDsafe App 
• Refer to the District’s Immigration Resources page 
• Continue to read campus emails and official updates 

San Diego Mesa College has a clear, coordinated Immigration Enforcement Response Plan centered on our Emergency 
Management Response Team, led by the President and including College Communications, Vice Presidents, Facilities and 
Operations, OEHS, and the Campus Community Emergency Response Team, in coordination with SDCCD Police. 
Recognizing that every incident is unique, this structure ensures we are prepared to act quickly and compassionately 
with clear communication, coordinated safety measures, and robust support for students and employees should an 
incident occur. 

 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links below:  
  

 

Associated Students 

 

 
 

Academic Senate 

 

 
 

Classified Senate 

  

https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/-CjQEhooUEFaRHzMR8x1199KDz6NLXWRwI1Bmb6LY4qp1MUWrkELuDODH3i03fBg.6xBqoQdT68dBO35k?startTime=1755626563000
https://www.sdccd.edu/docs/District/procedures/General%20Institution/AP%203415.pdf
mailto:chancellor@sdccd.edu
mailto:lkostic@sdccd.edu
https://myportal.sdccd.edu/
https://sdccd.apparmor.com/clients/sdccd.edu/index.html
https://www.sdccd.edu/immigration-resources/index.aspx
https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/


 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links below: 
  

 

Mesa College Newsroom 

 

 
 

Mesa College Events Calendar 

  

______________________________ 
Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 
President | San Diego Mesa College 
Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 
7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 
Mesa College | Student Support Services  

     

 
 

https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml

