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Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our community. 
The updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of becoming the 
Leading College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

 

 

  

   

 

   

 

 

  

 

ASTA RoboSub Team Ranks Among the World's Best 
Congratulations to Advancing Science Technology and Art (ASTA) – Team Inspiration on another incredible 
performance at the 2026 RoboSub Competition, an international autonomous underwater vehicle competition 
sponsored by the Office of Naval Research. 
 
Led by Mesa MIP student Carina Dumitrascu, who joined ASTA earlier this year with no robotics experience, the team 
achieved an impressive 9th-place international ranking and 3rd in the United States, outperforming teams from 
Stanford, Duke, Cornell, Carnegie Mellon, UCLA, UC Berkeley, and more. 
 
The team also received the Community & Outreach Award in recognition of its outstanding STEM engagement efforts. 
Carina's work extends beyond competition, supporting the USD STEAM Academy and mentoring robotics teams in 
several countries around the world. 
 
Congratulations to Carina and the entire ASTA RoboSub Team for representing Mesa College with innovation, 
leadership, and excellence! 
  



   

 

 

Return to Regular Work Schedule 
 
The Summer 2026 Modified Work Schedule will conclude on Friday, August 
14. Effective Monday, August 17, employees will return to the College's 
regular 40-hour, Monday through Friday work schedule.  
 
We appreciate everyone's flexibility during the summer schedule and thank 
you for your continued support of our students and college community. 
 

 

National Hispanic Heritage Month is September 15th - 
October 15th, 2026. At Mesa College we acknowledge 
this month by offering a series of events.  
  
You are invited to share your excellence, creativity, and 
equity centered strategies that have made a difference 
with Latine students, colleagues, and/or campus 
community. 
 
Click on the link below to submit a workshop and/or 
event proposal: 
  
https://bit.ly/Mesa2026LHM 
 
Deadline to submit workshop proposal is Friday, July 
31st. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact 
Ldiaz@sdccd.edu. 
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During the summer, the LRC Building will be closed from June 8 - August 21, 2026 for renovations. Library services and 
tutoring support will continue at the temporary locations listed below.  
  

 

Circulation and Help Desk Services 
B-106 *Open until August 20th 

• Laptop checkout and returns 
• Calculator checkout and 

returns 
• Computer and printing 

stations 
• Course reserves 
• Book checkout and returns 
• Study spaces with 

whiteboards 
• Book scanner  

 

 

 

Research and Study Space 
D-108 *Open until August 6th 

• Librarian research assistance 
• Individual study spaces 
• Study spaces with 

whiteboards 
• New books available for 

checkout 
• Library materials return  

 

 

 

Tutoring Services 
K-108A  *Open until August 6th  

• Onsite tutoring | 10:00 a.m. 
-2:00 p.m. 

• Virtual tutoring | 3:30 p.m. - 
5:30 p.m. 

 

 

Library services are available Monday - Thursday from 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. and closed Friday - Sunday. For questions 
or more information, please contact 619-388-2696 or mesalibraryrequest@sdccd.edu.  
  

   

 

 

 

Save the Date for our Fall 2026 Convocation! 
 
Thursday, August 20, 2026 
8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Mesa Gym 
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Fall 2026 FTES is  5,544 and our headcount is 
19,020.  For Fall 2026, we are 89.95% towards 
meeting our goals and anticipate being able to meet 
our targets even with changes in enrollment and 
fraudulent "bot" students being removed.  As for 
Fall 2026, the numbers continue to increase, and 
we have 4.20% more students this week compared 
to last week.   
  

 

 

Mesa College Welcomes Samuel Hockaday! 
 
Please join us in welcoming Samuel Hockaday to San 
Diego Mesa College as our newest team member. We are 
excited to have Samuel join the Mesa community and 
look forward to the knowledge, enthusiasm, and support 
he will bring to our students, faculty, and staff. Welcome 
to the team, Samuel—we're glad you're here! 
 

 

 

 

Recap | 4th Annual Doan Foundation Gala  
 
San Diego Mesa College employees - Alessandra 
Moctezuma, Van Pham, and Leland Simpliciano had the 
opportunity to attend the Doan Foundation Gala, an 
evening dedicated to celebrating philanthropy, 
community partnerships, and investments in educational 
opportunity. The event provided valuable networking 
opportunities with community leaders, donors, and 
nonprofit partners while highlighting the collective 
impact of supporting students and local initiatives! 
  

 

  

 

  

https://doan-foundation.org/


 

 
 
 
Event submissions due Monday, August 10th!  
 
Student Affairs is pleased to present the FALL 2026 
Welcome Week on Monday, August 24th through Thursday, 
August 27th!  
 
We strongly encourage all departments that want to have 
an external (i.e. outdoors) set-up to request space at the 
Welcome Week booths on the Mesa Commons so that we 
can all support each other while we support our students; 
follow the instructions in the online form to request space 
at the Welcome Week booths if you are planning to host an 
outdoor activity. Other Welcome Week related set-ups, 
such as requesting a table and chairs to be placed right 
outside of your office space, must be submitted separately 
through the usual event planner process; we still ask that 
you let us know about your activity so that we may include 
it on the schedule of Welcome Week events!  
 
Please submit your activities to the online Welcome Week 
Activity Form no later than Monday, August 10th, 2026.  
  
If you would like to volunteer at the Welcome Week Info 
Booth on Monday and Tuesday, then please contact 
Courtney Lee (clee@sdccd.edu) in the Student Affairs office 
with your availability.  
 
We look forward to a welcoming, festive, and engaging 
Welcome Week!  
 

 

 

 

Master Microsoft 365! Click the flyer above for more 
information. 
 

 

 

 

Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys Newsletter! 

 
The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look at 
all the great things that are happening on our campus. We 
encourage all faculty and staff to pass this along to our 
students, and also to sign up to receive these newsletters 
straight to their inboxes! Click below to sign up and for 
more information about Mesa Journeys: 
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys 
 

 

 

   

Click on the flyer to enlarge 
  

mailto:clee@sdccd.edu
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Mesa-Journeys-Newsletter--Week-of-5-18-2026---See-what-s-happening-across-campus-this-month-.html?soid=1134893054549&aid=n2Iy-NjDtEU
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10ML7eZeoySpUoiAvz77pqfOFRJuzIjfN/view?usp=drive_link


 

  

   

   

 

 

Reminder regarding parking permits for events, 
guest speakers, and meetings.  
Event Parking: 
All parking for events should be included as part of 
your Event Request in the Events & Reservation 
Portal. Please keep in mind that 
all event requests must be submitted at least three 
weeks before the date of your event (longer for large 
events). More information can be found in the Event 
& Reservation Portal FAQs. 
Non-Event Individual/Group Permits: 
Requests for non-event parking can be submitted via 
the Non Event Parking Permit Request 
Form now available on our webpage, within the 
Events & Reservations Portal. These would include 
requests that are not part of an “event,” such as 
guest speakers, departmental meeting attendees, 
etc. that do not require any other support. 
  

Notice: Effective Monday, April 6, the Business Services Office will close at 12:00 PM daily for walk-up service to 
accommodate year-end processing. We appreciate your patience and understanding during this busy time. 
  
Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Year-End Deadlines | Consolidated Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Year-End Deadlines  

  

 

  

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://c2eib679.caspio.com/dp.asp?AppKey=78aa40006e129f60fe2d4a439227
https://c2eib679.caspio.com/dp.asp?AppKey=78aa40006e129f60fe2d4a439227
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/admin-services/facilities-operations/_assets/documents/PortalEventandReservationFAQs.pdf
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/admin-services/facilities-operations/_assets/documents/PortalEventandReservationFAQs.pdf
https://c2eib679.caspio.com/dp/78aa4000d51225b4bb1d4ff680f3
https://c2eib679.caspio.com/dp/78aa4000d51225b4bb1d4ff680f3
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/admin-services/facilities-operations/index.shtml
https://c2eib679.caspio.com/dp.asp?AppKey=78aa40006e129f60fe2d4a439227
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/admin-services/_assets/Fiscal%20Year%202025-2026%20Year-End%20Deadlines%20for%20San%20Diego%20Mesa%20College.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mXQnAekUn3C9ImNNpOKrd8V3OKMUh2YB/view?usp=drive_link


 
 
New Resource: Data Element Dictionary & Acronym Glossary 
 
The Institutional Effectiveness (IE) Office has published a new Data Element Dictionary & Acronym Glossary on our 
website to support a shared understanding of the terminology used across Mesa College. Whether you’re reviewing 
reports, navigating dashboards, or interpreting campus communications, this resource is designed to clarify common 
data definitions and acronyms in one central place. You can find it on the IE website under the Data Dictionary & 
Acronym Glossary section. We invite you to explore it and reach out to the IE Office with suggestions for new 
additions, updates, or corrections as we continue to build and refine this tool together. For feedback, please contact 
Adriana Caetano at acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu. 
  

   

 

On behalf of the SDCCD Institutional Review Board 
(IRB), we are sharing that the district is seeking Mesa 
College faculty participation on the IRB from Fall 2026 
through June 2027. 
 
The IRB supports the review of research involving 
human participants and helps promote ethical research 
practices across the district. This opportunity may be a 
good fit for faculty with experience or interest in 
research methods, human subjects research, ethics, 
program evaluation, or applied inquiry. 
 
Commitment details include:  
• 1-year term  
• One 1.5-hour meeting per month  
• Review of approximately 5-6 proposals per semester  
• Onboarding and Human Subjects training required  
• No summer meetings  
Interested faculty are encouraged to reach out to 
Natalia Alarcón, District IRB Co-Chair, at 
nalarcon@sdccd.edu. 
 
Learn more by clicking these links: 
SDCCD Institutional Review Board | IRB Steps to 
Become a Member 
 
Thank you for your considering this opportunity." 
 

 

 

  

 

 

  

https://app.fabric.microsoft.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMzU1NzM5MzAtNzI2MC00NTM2LWI1YzItNjY5OGE2ZjA4MTkwIiwidCI6IjA0MGM2MDMxLTNhYmItNDgzNS1iMzBjLTlkODg5NTViNGM2OSIsImMiOjZ9
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/institutional-effectiveness/index.shtml
mailto:acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu
mailto:nalarcon@sdccd.edu
https://www.sdccd.edu/departments/innovation/research/institutional-review-board.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16D-DnyAN9poos9Rg21XoHO-YkusVXkcl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16D-DnyAN9poos9Rg21XoHO-YkusVXkcl/view?usp=sharing


 

  

Want to learn more about grant seeking? 
View the flex workshop hosted by Dr. Michael Lettieri, who is leading grant writing efforts, and Krista Stellmacher, 
CFRE and Director in service to the Office of Resource Development and Foundation.  
 View Recording 

  

   

 

 

 
 
Thanks to everyone who made the inaugural 

Olympian Open an unforgettable success!        
 
What an incredible debut! Community leaders, 
alumni, sponsors, and supporters came together 
for a day filled with connection, generosity, and 
purpose—all in support of our amazing student-
athletes.  
 
Together, we've raised more than $73,000 (and 
counting!) to help provide athletic equipment and 
academic support that empower Mesa Olympians 
to succeed in the classroom and in competition.  
 
Thank you to every golfer, volunteer, donor, and 
sponsor who made this event possible. Your 
support is helping fuel the next generation of 
champions. We can't wait to see you at next 
year's Olympian Open! 
 
For photos, click here.  
 

 

https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/-CjQEhooUEFaRHzMR8x1199KDz6NLXWRwI1Bmb6LY4qp1MUWrkELuDODH3i03fBg.6xBqoQdT68dBO35k?startTime=1755626563000
https://www.flickr.com/photos/sdmesa/albums/72177720334908514
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/


 

  

Non-Participation in Immigration Enforcement Activities 
 
Please remember that our district has an official immigration policy, AP 3415. This policy directs all inquiries regarding 
immigration enforcement to the District Chancellor and District General Counsel. If you receive a confirmed report of 
immigration enforcement on campus, please contact: 

• SDCCD Chancellor’s Office (Greg Smith): 619-388-6957 | chancellor@sdccd.edu 
• SDCCD General Counsel (Ljubisa Kostic): 619-388-6589 | lkostic@sdccd.edu 

You are not expected to engage with immigration enforcement or place yourself or others at risk. If approached by 
immigration officials, you may respond: “I am not authorized to speak with you, answer your questions, or provide 
access to any people or facilities per SDCCD policy. Only the District Chancellor and General Counsel have authority to 
assist you.” To stay informed and prepared: 

• Update your emergency contact information in the MySDCCD portal 
• Download the SDCCDsafe App 
• Refer to the District’s Immigration Resources page 
• Continue to read campus emails and official updates 

San Diego Mesa College has a clear, coordinated Immigration Enforcement Response Plan centered on our Emergency 
Management Response Team, led by the President and including College Communications, Vice Presidents, Facilities and 
Operations, OEHS, and the Campus Community Emergency Response Team, in coordination with SDCCD Police. 
Recognizing that every incident is unique, this structure ensures we are prepared to act quickly and compassionately 
with clear communication, coordinated safety measures, and robust support for students and employees should an 
incident occur. 

 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links below:  
  

   

 

   

 

 

   

 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links below: 
  

   

 

 

   

______________________________ 
Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 
President | San Diego Mesa College 
Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 
7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 
Mesa College | Student Support Services  

https://www.sdccd.edu/docs/District/procedures/General%20Institution/AP%203415.pdf
mailto:chancellor@sdccd.edu
mailto:lkostic@sdccd.edu
https://myportal.sdccd.edu/
https://sdccd.apparmor.com/clients/sdccd.edu/index.html
https://www.sdccd.edu/immigration-resources/index.aspx
http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/


     

 
 
 
 


