WELCOME TO MESA E-NEWS, the monthly e-zine of college-wide events, activities and news. For daily
news and events, follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/sandiegomesacollege.

Happy Holidays from Mesa College!
Happy holidays from snowy San Diego Mesa College! Check
out these special holiday videos created by student filmmaker
Esteban “Spielberg” Flores: Seasons Greetings and Happy
Holidays!

Observatory Remembers Late Professor
On November 19, Mesa honored the memory of author,
naturalist, and professor Jerry Schad by dedicating the
observatory atop the M+S Complex in his name.
Schad, who passed away in 2011, was known as one of
SoCal’s premier outdoor recreation writers. He wrote monthly
columns for the LA Times, and for 20 years penned the
popular “Roam-O-Rama” column for the San Diego Reader. He
is most known for his 16 books, including the immensely
popular Afoot and Afield series, which explored hiking trails in
Orange County, Los Angeles, and San Diego. He was also a
photographer and an astronomer.
Schad taught community college for 36 years, joining Mesa
College as a full-time science faculty member in 1989. He
taught astronomy and physical science, and chaired the
Physical Sciences department from 1999 until 2011.
“Thanks to Jerry’s vision for this observatory, all of our
students will have that observing experience right here
without the need for great travel,” said Saeid Eidgahy, Dean of
Mathematics and Natural Sciences. “It is entirely a fitting
tribute that we name this observatory in his honor.”

Mesa Lineman Signs to UNLV
San Diego Mesa College football player Michael Chevalier has
signed a letter of intent to play football for the University of
Nevada, Las Vegas. As a starting offensive lineman for the
past two seasons at Mesa College, Chevalier has been a
standout player. Last season, the 6’4”, 300-lb. player was
awarded 1st Team All-Conference honors. Additionally,
Chevalier will receive an athletic scholarship. He will join the
UNLV team as a junior for the 2016 season.

International Education Week 2015
International Education Week 2015 lasted from November
17-19 and was packed full of exciting events and activities.
The week kicked off on Tuesday, November 17 with the
International Education Fair in which student clubs and
vendors – including UCSD, Vista Higher Learning, and National
University – presented information. The festivities carried
throughout the week with workshops, games, language
exchange, a film festival, and more. Vendors and Mesa’s
student clubs gave out information, while students and faculty
presented on international education-based topics ranging
from marketing to teaching.

The Art of Collecting
Mesa hosted renowned attorney and art-collector William
Lerach on Thursday, November 19, for a lecture on his
expansive international collection of indigenous art. Lerach
spoke about his early interest in art, the development of his
diverse collection, as well as the business side of
connoisseurship. The William and Michelle Lerach collection
featured stone tool-carved pieces from the pre-contact/precolonial periods in Africa and other parts of the world.
Once considered one of the nation’s most powerful
attorneys, Lerach has since played an active role as lecturer
and writer. He has published numerous articles and op-ed
pieces on law, investing, and business, and has been a guest
lecturer in law programs across the United States and abroad.

Museum Studies Alum Opens Studio
Mesa College Museum Studies students are adding to Barrio
Logan’s growing art scene. December 12 marks the grand
opening of the Gallery D, a new gallery space in Barrio Logan
created by Mesa College Museum Studies alum Vijay
Hingorani. Gallery D will open with a special exhibit – It Takes
an Artist: A Show About Mentorship – curated by current
Mesa College Museum Studies student, Dia Bassett. Read
about it here.

Day of the Dead Altar in LRC
Professor Alessandra Moctezuma’s Chicano Art class and
Dora Schoenbrun-Fernandez’s Advanced Spanish class came
together to create this special altar for Dia de los Muertos.
The altar was on display in the LRC lobby.

Speech & Debate Impresses at Palomar
Mesa College’s Speech and Debate team put in a strong
performance at the Palomar/Grossmont Swing Tournament
held November 14-15. Jordan Grant took first place in the
“Programmed Oral Interpretation” event and third in “Poetry
Interpretation,” while Dylan Kawalec and Kendall Quan
finished second overall in “Dramatic Interpretation” and
“Speech to Entertain,” respectively.

‘Reflections’ Pays Tribute to Mesa
Dance Professor
“Reflections,” a dance concert choreographed by Mesa
College faculty featuring Mesa College students, took place
November 12-14 at the Joan B. Kroc Theater in San Diego. The
performance was dedicated to former Dance professor Jan
Ellis, who retired from Mesa last August. For a dedication
video to professor Ellis, click here.

Mesa Surf Club Wows in First Season
Mesa’s Surf Club is off to an impressive start. On October 2425, the Mesa Surf Club competed in the first competition of
the seasons at Black’s Beach in La Jolla. Student Jason Belgua
(pictured in yellow) took first place in the Men’s Shortboard
division, besting 150 surfers throughout the Southwest region.
The team carried this momentum into the 2nd round of the
season, held November 14-15 at Seaside Reef at Cardiff State
Beach. Winning each heat, Belgua’s teammate Matt Beres
made it to the semi-finals against a stacked field of 29 teams.
Also putting in a strong performance was Kayla Appenzeller,
who made it to the quarter finals in the Women’s division. The
team’s next event takes place January 23-24 in Huntington
Beach. Check out this video of Matt Beres in action on KUSI!

Mesa Student Artists Shine at Student
Art Exhibition
The Fall 2015 Student Art Exhibition took place Thursday,
November 19 at the Mesa College Art Gallery. The exhibition
featured artwork from Mesa students, including a large
inflatable sculpture garden by students in Professor Wendell
Kling’s class.
Also taking place during the reception was an art sale.
Ceramics, glass, jewelry, cards, prints, hats, and more – all
made by Mesa students – were on sale. See the pictures here!

Mesa Athletics Among the Best in State

Women’s Water Polo celebrating their
state championship.

Women’s Cross Country

Mesa Athletic teams had a successful Fall 2015 semester with
championships and victories throughout Southern California.
At the top of the list is Mesa’s Women’s Water Polo team,
who became the best in the state when they won the 2015
CCCAA Women’s Water Polo Championship on November 21
at Pasadena City College. Mesa beat Riverside 9-7 in the finals
to take the championship for the first time in school history.
The result caps off a historic season that included a Pacific
Coast Athletic Conference Championship, an 8-0 conference
record, and a 22-2 overall record.
Both the Women’s and Men’s Water Polo teams made
PCAC history just weeks earlier as the first teams from the
same school to win PCAC Tournament Championships in the
same season. The Men’s team finished 9-1 in their conference
and 20-5 overall.
Women’s Cross Country – who clinched the Pacific Coast
Athletic Conference (PCAC) championship on October 30 –
scored 131 points and took an incredible third overall at the
Southern California Regional Championship on Friday,
November 6. Freshman Kristina Tovilovic was Mesa’s top
placer in the 5k Run, finishing 14th out of 186 athletes and
becoming an All-American in the process.
Women’s Soccer has been just as impressive. On
November 13, the team secured their third straight
conference title by finishing the regular season with an 8-0
record in the PCAC South Division. For the 15th time in 18
years, the team made it to the Southern California Regional
Championships.
Way to go, Mesa Athletics!

Mesa Press Wins Award
The Mesa Press was awarded at the Journalism Association of
Community Colleges’ annual Southern California conference,
held Saturday, November 14 in Fullerton.
Staff writer Linda Nguyen took first place in the “Profile
Feature Story” category for her portrayal of Holocaust survivor
Rose Schindler. Additionally, Mesa Press editor-in-chief Enriko
Pratt earned third place in the on-the-spot “Critical Review”
competition, where students had just 1 hour to write a story
about a performance of A.R. Gurney’s play “Love Letters.”
Nyugen’s story and more can be found at
www.mesapress.com.

Art San Diego Showcases Mesa Artists
Mesa College student artists and faculty showed and sold
their work at Art San Diego on November 6-8. Professors
Cindy Zimmerman and Alessandra Moctezuma, along with
their students, displayed original artwork for sale.
Moctezuma, whose Museum Studies class participated in the
exhibit, was also featured on a CBS 8 segment.
Art San Diego is a juried, contemporary art show featuring
over 500 leading contemporary artists, museum exhibitions,
art labs, events, and talks focused on collecting. In addition to
presenting their artwork, Mesa students, faculty, and alumni
sold their art, as well.

Diana Cavagnaro Recognized by
Gaslamp Quarter Association
Mesa Fashion professor and internationally-know hat maker
Diana Cavagnaro was awarded the “Chairman’s Award” at the
Gaslamp Quarter Association’s 2015 Lamplighter Awards on
November 10, held at Parq Nightclub in Downtown San Diego.
Cavagnaro, who runs her own boutique hat store (Diana
Cavagnaro Couture Millinery), was recognized by the Gaslamp
Quarter Association’s Board of Directors for her work within
the community. She has helped cancer patients by
volunteering for the American Cancer Society’s “Look Good
Feel Better” Program, where she teaches patients how to
wear hats and tie headscarves. Additionally, she founded the
Annual Easter Parade and Hat Contest in the Gaslamp Quarter,
which is a fundraiser for UCSD Pediatrics Hematology and
Oncology Research.

Veterans Week
From November 9-12, Mesa celebrated Veterans Day with a
week of activities, presentations, and more. On Monday, the
Veterans Resource Center held an Open House featuring
guest speakers and refreshments. On Tuesday, the VRC held
financial aid, career, and transfer workshops geared toward
Mesa student veteran population. And on Thursday, the VRC
held a BBQ with air suit wrestling. Capping off the week was a
speaker presentation: “Veterans Who Served in World War II,
Vietnam, and the First Gulf War.” Throughout the week, the
VA Mobile Vet Center was on hand giving out T-shirts, sling
bags, and other merchandise. Check out all the photos here!

Mesa Professor Competes on Jeopardy!
Geography instructor Jon Rossiter was a contestant on the
popular TV game show Jeopardy! on December 4. Rossiter
won $13,600 and advanced on to the next round. Here he is
pictured with Alex Trebek!

Scott Starbuck Earns Critical Acclaim
Mesa English Professor Scott T. Starbuck's new book Industrial
Oz: Ecopoems was noted by Bill McKibben as "rousing,
needling, haunting." Thomas Rain Crowe added it "just may be
the most cogent and sustained collection of quality ecoactivist poetry ever written in this culture, this country."
Industrial Oz: Ecopoems is available in the "Faculty Books"
section of the Mesa College Bookstore.

Stay Informed and Engaged
Reminder:
• Shared governance committee agendas, minutes and reports can be found at
http://www.sdmesa.edu/governance/committees.
• Missed Prez Pam’s First Monday on the Mesa? You can find all postings here.
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