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Presentation Outcomes

Â Present high-level summary of Mesaôs CCSSE results for the 
Basic Skills oversample

Â Facilitate dialogue and decision-making on how we can use the 
CCSSE data and reports on our campus to improve student 
learning and engagement
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Overview: What is CCSSE?
Â The Community College Survey of Student Engagement 

(CCSSE) is designed to provide information on learning-
centered indicators of quality for community and 
technical colleges nationwide.

Â Understanding learning-centered indicators of student 
engagement is  important because research shows that 
students who more frequently read, write, and interact 
in positive ways with their teachers and peers gain 
essential skills and competencies and are more likely to 
achieve their educational goals (Kuh, 2000).

*For more information, visit http://www.ccsse.org
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Basic Skills Oversample

CCSSE
Basic Skills

Initiative

Oversampling of Basic Skills Students

By understanding how Basic Skills students engage with 

faculty, course content, peers, and the College, the Mesa 

College Basic Skills Initiative will be informed, data-

driven, and equipped to provide the best support to Basic 

Skills students in a most timely manner.



Setting the Context

Â San Diego Mesa College is one of 277 institutions who participated in 2007. 

Â CCSSE utilizes a 3-year cohort of participating colleges (2005-2007) in order 
to increase the number of institutions and students contributing to the 
national dataset, thereby increasing the reliability of the overall results and 
minimizing the impact of statewide consortia participation. 

Â The 2007 CCSSE Cohort comprises almost 310,013 students from 525 
institutions across 48 states, in addition to British Columbia and the 
Marshall Islands.  

Â In addition to surveying a stratified (by class start time) random sample of 
its students (N = 1,007), Mesa opted to conduct the CCSSE with the Basic 
Skills students in an oversample, (N = 284) which means that Basic Skills 
students were given a larger proportion of representation in the sample 
than the population's proportion of representation in the overall population.
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The Sample

Â This number of course sections was 
selected by CCSSE from the following 
ñBasic Skillsò English, ESOL, and math 
courses:
Â ENGL042, ENGL043, ENGL051, ENGL056
Â ESOL040
Â MATH032, MATH035, MATH095, MATH096

ÂA total of 284 Basic Skills students 
participated in the oversample.  Actual 
enrollment in the above courses (as of the 
date on which the sample was pulled) was 
3,529 students.
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WHAT does CCSSE measure?
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CCSSE Benchmarks

Â Every college has a score for each benchmark.  These 
individual benchmark scores are computed by averaging 
the scores on survey items comprising that benchmark.  
Benchmark scores are standardized so that the mean is 
always 50 and the standard deviation is 25.

Â The standardized scores provide an easy way to assess 
whether an individual college is performing above or 
below the mean (50) on each benchmark.  They also 
make it possible for colleges to compare their own 
performance across benchmarks and with groups of 
similar colleges.
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