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F 
ebruary was an exciting month at 
Mesa College. Dr. Judy Sundayo 
gave us another year of successful 

Black History Month events. From Rosa 
Parks' birthday Libation and our African 
Art exhibit, to our Afternoon with Sonia 
Sanchez, the month was alive with diversi-
ty that is so vital to our collective con-
sciousness, especially in these times.  We 
hosted another successful Jumpstart 
event, with approximately 200 prospective 
students and their families visiting cam-
pus. I want to especially thank Victoria 
Miller and her team, as well as Rachelle 
Agatha and Facilities, and of course, eve-
ry department , program and club who 
came out to showcase all that Mesa has 
to offer.  
     We celebrated the grand opening of 
The Stand, Mesa’s new food and clothing 
pantry, which has already served over 100 
students and received over $3,000 in do-
nations in less than a month. Congratula-
tions to Johanna Aleman, Claudia Estra-
da, the ASG and the rest of the team who 
made this vital student service a reality – 
once again proving that Mesa College is 

the leading college of equity and excel-
lence.  
     At the end of February, the Chancellor 
and I attended the CEO Symposium in 
lovely Solvang, hosted by the Community 
College League of California. We had the 
opportunity to hear from our new State 
Chancellor, Eloy Oakley, on major 
statewide initiatives like Guided Pathways, 
Open Ed Resources (OER) and a robust 
dialog regarding the two CEO taskforces 
on Accreditation. We also had the oppor-
tunity to hear from legal folks on immigra-
tion issues. As a member of the CEO 
Board it is exciting to see the level of com-
mitment and advocacy among colleagues 
for our colleges and students. 
     March is Women’s History Month, with 
another amazing line up of events thanks 
to Dr. Denise Rogers, Kristan Clark and 
others. I encourage you at attend some 
events. As you all should know by now, 
March is also our Accreditation. The Ac-
creditation Team will be here on campus 
from Tuesday, March 14 – Thursday, 
March 16. Please review the Accreditation 
Visit Guide, and expect to see the visiting 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/posts/Libation%20for%20Rosa%20Parks%20Kicks%20off%20Mesas%20Black%20History%20Month%20Activities.php
http://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/posts/Libation%20for%20Rosa%20Parks%20Kicks%20off%20Mesas%20Black%20History%20Month%20Activities.php
http://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/posts/Impressions%20African%20African%20American%20Art%20Exhibit%20Displayed%20at%20Mesa%20College.php
http://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/posts/Impressions%20African%20African%20American%20Art%20Exhibit%20Displayed%20at%20Mesa%20College.php
http://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/posts/Black%20Arts%20Movement%20Poet%20Sonia%20Sanchez%20Speaks%20at%20Mesa%20College.php
http://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/posts/Black%20Arts%20Movement%20Poet%20Sonia%20Sanchez%20Speaks%20at%20Mesa%20College.php
http://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/posts/jumpstart-press-release.php
http://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/posts/The%20Stand%20Successful%20in%20Weeks%20after%20Grand%20Opening.php
http://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/posts/The%20Stand%20Successful%20in%20Weeks%20after%20Grand%20Opening.php
http://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar-documents/2017womens_history_month_poster_fnlV04.pdf
http://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/accreditation/index.shtml/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/accreditation/documents/Accred%20Visit%20Guide%202017_fnlV06%20-Revised.pdf
http://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/accreditation/documents/Accred%20Visit%20Guide%202017_fnlV06%20-Revised.pdf
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team in classrooms, at meetings 
and attending events. If you have 
any questions, please reach out to 
Dr. Danene Brown, Ph.D. at 
dmbrown@sdccd.edu. Thank you 
to all of you who have been send-
ing in responses for our Accredita-
tion Trivia. Please be prepared to 
win some awesome prizes on the 
16th! 
     Looking ahead to April, I hope 
you can all attend our Taste of Me-

sa event on Thursday, April 6 at 
5:30 pm. This is a major fundraiser 
for our Culinary Arts program, and 
an opportunity for our students to 
really shine. We are proud to an-
nounce two guest celebrity chefs – 
Maeve, founder and owner of Sug-
ar and Scribe, Food Network 
Champion 2015 and winner of Best 
Bakery, Best New Restaurant La 
Jolla, and Barleymash’s Executive 
Chef, Kevin Templeton, recently 

featured on an episode of Food 
Network’s Beat Bobby Flay. 
     In April, the Foundation will be 
having a “Scholarship Challenge,” 
thanks to Alum Alex Szeto, who 
has generously offered to match 
every donation made between April 
15 – May 15, up to $10,000. If your 
annual giving includes Mesa Col-
lege, please donate during that 
timeframe so that we can earn up 
to $20,000 for our students. 

mailto:dmbrown@sdccd.edu
http://sdmesa.edu/tasteofmesa/
http://sdmesa.edu/tasteofmesa/
http://www.sugarandscribe.com/
http://www.sugarandscribe.com/
http://www.barleymash.com/
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D 
esigns created by 
San Diego Mesa 
College Fashion 

students and inspired by 
1950s style will be in the 
spotlight during the 2017 
Fashion Redux Finale Party 
at the San Diego History 
Center on Friday, March 3 
at 6 p.m. 

     After visiting SDHC dur-
ing the Fall 2016 semester 
to view vintage designs 
from the 1950s, students 
designed and put together 
garments to reflect a mod-
ern twist on the classic 
styles. Four students were 
then selected as finalists 
and awards will be given 
out during the Finale Party. 

     “With this event, the stu-
dents get to work with a real 
historic garment as a 
source of inspiration so they 
see the tie of history to 
modern fashion,” said Su-
san Lazear, Mesa College 
Fashion professor. “The 
collaboration with an out-
side entity is always great 
for the students – and the 
experience of going through 
the competitive process is 
great as well because they 
try to do their best work.” 

     Lazear, along with Histo-
ry Ambassador Gabe Selak 
from the SDHC, will give a 
presentation during the 
event on 1950s fashion as it 
relates to the history of San 
Diego. Guests who attend 
the Finale Party are encour-
aged to dress in 1950s 
styles, and Mesa’s Fashion 
Club will sponsor a contest 
where the “Best Dressed” 
attendee will receive a gift 
certificate. 

     Though the student de-
signs were inspired by two 
vintage outfits at the muse-
um – a brown striped skirt 
suit and a red skirt suit – 
the four “Redux” outfits all 
have their own modern flair. 

     Student Rachel Merrill – 
who gained recognition last 
year from her fiber-optics 
dress for the Golden Scis-
sors Fashion Show – drew 
her inspiration from the red 
suit dress. Her use of asym-
metrical zippers in both the 
jack and skirt helps to mod-
ernize her interpretation, 
but it maintains its classic 
look with the fur muff.  

Fashion Gets Fresh, as Mesa College 

Design Students “Redux” the 1950s 
 

F 
our San Diego Mesa College SEEDS 
(STEM Engagement for the Enrichment 
of Diverse Students program) students 

presented their research projects at the 2017 
Principal Investigator’s Meeting Feb. 16-18 in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico.  
     The theme for this year’s conference, hosted 
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture and 
National Institute of Food and Agriculture was, 
“Workforce Diversity and Career Opportunities 
within the USDA for Current and Recent 
Graduates.” The students participated in three 
days of student and professional track 
activities, some of which involved meeting 
employees from various USDA agencies.  
     Students at the conference received 
information about potential career opportunities 
with the USDA and the U.S. Department of the 
Interior. Mesa students were eligible to 
participate in the conference because the Mesa 
College is a Hispanic Serving Institution. 
     “Our SEEDS Scholars met with 
professionals to learn tips for networking, 
writing winning resumes and preparing for 
graduate school,” said Dr. Waverly Ray, 
SEEDS co-coordinator and Geography 
professor. “By meeting with students and 
professors from four-year universities and 
federal employees, the SEEDS Scholars widen 
their perspective on what their future could 
hold.” 

Mesa SEEDS Scholars Travel to 

New Mexico to Present Research 

See Redux online 

See SEEDS online 

http://www.aces.nmsu.edu/2017pimeeting/
http://bit.ly/FashionRedux
http://bit.ly/SEEDSScholars
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S 

tudents looking to attend San Diego 
Mesa College got early access to the 
campus and learned about the 

school’s programs and amenities during the 
annual Jumpstart on Feb. 25. 
     “It is such a great opportunity for students 
who are interested in Mesa because when 
they come to our campus they get a feel of 
what our community has to offer through 
academic support and student services 
support,” said Victoria Miller, Dean of 
Student Affairs.  
     During the day’s festivities, students got 
“a feel for a day in the life of a Mesa student” 
through workshops that highlight the 
campus’ academic and student support 
resources, according to Miller. 
     Some of those workshops provided 
information about financial aid and the 
school’s prestigious Honors Program. There 
were tables set up where students 
interacted with current Peer Navigators, 
Student Ambassadors and the Associated 
Student Government, and students from the 
dance department performed. 
     One of the highlights of Jumpstart is that 
students will had their names entered in the 
opportunity drawing to win one of four $250 
scholarships to be applied toward enrollment 
fees during their first semester at Mesa 
College. This year’s scholarship recipients 
were Dominique Harris, Tanya Miranda, 
Martha Brown and Lorena Aldana. 
     This year, more than 250 prospective 
students attended Jumpstart. 

Jumpstart Returns to Mesa 

with Successful Turnout  

See Jumpstart online 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/events/jumpstart.shtml
http://www.sdmesa.edu/events/jumpstart.shtml
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 The Stand Successful in Weeks after Grand Opening on Campus 

F 
ollowing the grand 
opening for The Stand 
Feb. 9, San Diego Mesa 

College’s new food and clothing 
pantry has been successful in 
both collecting donations and 
helping students on campus.  
     Since its debut, The Stand, 
has served 227 food items to 118 
individual Mesa College students. 
Donations from students, faculty 
and the community of San Diego 
have been pouring in; including a 
donation of $3,000 from one 
source and a widow from Vista 
who donated suits that belonged 
to her late husband. 
     “This is an opportunity for us 
to re-declare that we are the 
‘Leading College of Equity and 
Excellence’ – The Stand is just 
one of the many examples that 
allows us to say that,” said Mesa 
President Dr. Pamela Luster, 
Ed.D., during the grand opening 
ceremony.  
     Mesa’s outstanding students 
continue to be a driving force for 

the success of The Stand. Repeat 
Boutique – an upcoming fundraiser 
for the Fashion Department at 
Mesa College – will be donating 
business attire to The Stand, and 
the Associated Student 
Government is planning a donation 
drive competition between the 
clubs on campus. 

     Other students have made 
individual donations or have 
inquired about possibly 
volunteering their time to The 
Stand, an addition to The Stand 
that will be incorporated in the 
future. 

See The Stand online 

‘Taste of Mesa’ to Raise Funds for College’s Culinary Program  

S 
an Diego Mesa College’s 
Culinary Arts/Management 
students, faculty and 

alumni will celebrate their new 
home in the Culinary Outlook at 
Mesa Commons with a an 
exciting fundraiser on Thursday, 
April 6 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
     Taste of Mesa will feature 
internationally-inspired cuisine 
and three cook-off competitions 
between alumni, students and an 
advanced baking team. Those in 
attendance will be able to bid on 
a selection of food-themed silent 
auction of items such as 
restaurant gift cards, liquors, wine 
and culinary tools. 
     VIP ticketholders will get to 

judge the culinary competitions, 
watch a celebrity chef 
competition, and receive culinary 
swag along with reserved parking. 
     “All proceeds benefit the 
Culinary Arts/Management 
Program, one of the premier 
Culinary Arts programs in San 
Diego County,” said Anne 
Zacovic, Director of Resource 
Development for the Mesa 
Foundation. “Many of the 
graduates of this rigorous 
program have gone on to be 
successful chefs, managers, and 
caterers.” 

See Taste of Mesa online 

http://bit.ly/TheStandFeb
http://bit.ly/TasteofMesa
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S 

an Diego Mesa College cel-
ebrated Black History Month 
during the month of Febru-

ary, highlighted by a series of per-
formances, exhibits, discussions, 
informational fairs and other 
events.  
     “San Diego Mesa College seeks 
to build a culture of diverse, equita-
ble and inclusive practices that cre-
ate an enriched environment for our 
students, staff, faculty and the 
broader community,” said Mesa 
College President Dr. Pamela Lus-
ter.  “We remain as committed as 
ever to celebrating diversity by hon-

oring Black History Month not only 
on our own campus, but by involv-
ing the greater community.” 
     Mesa College held several well-
attended events, including the Ro-
sa Parks Birthday Recognition and 
Libation Feb. 2.  
     On Wednesday, Feb. 8, “Black 
Folks & the Blues” was attended by 
over 200 music lovers. Blues musi-
cian Dennard Clendenin discussed 
the history behind the African 
American community and blues 
music during the lecture and perfor-
mance.  Clendenin was featured in 
Lee Mun Wah’s 2003 film “Last 

Chance for Eden,” a documentary 
about racism, sexism and multicul-
turalism in America. 
     The Mesa College Art Gallery 
debuted “Impressions: African-
American Artists and their Connec-
tion to African Art,” which ran from 
Feb. 9 to March 1. The exhibition 
featured select African-American 
works by Andrea Chung, Kenyatta 
A.C. Hinkle, Robert Pruitt, and piec-
es from the Mesa College African 
Art Collection.  

Black History Month Concludes After Series of Educational Events 

See Black History Month online 

http://bit.ly/MesaBlackHistoryMonth17
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A 

frican American poet, 
professor and activist Dr. 
Sonia Sanchez spoke to a 

full room at San Diego Mesa College 
on Feb. 23 in honor of Black History 
Month.  
     “‘I cannot tell the truth about 
anything unless I confess being a 
student - growing and learning 
something new every day – the 
more I learn, the clearer my view of 
the world becomes,’” said Mesa 
College President Dr. Pamela 
Luster, Ed.D., during her 
introductory speech, quoting 
Sanchez. “In the presence of Dr. 
Sonia Sanchez, we are all students 
today…this kind of event is what it 
means to be the ‘Leading College of 
Equity and Excellence.’” 
     Known for her work with both the 
Black Arts and Civil Rights 
movements, Sanchez has written 
seven plays and more than 16 
books of poetry, including “Shake 
Loose My Skin,” “Ash,” “Morning 
Haiku” and “Under a Soprano Sky.”  

Black  Arts  Movement 

Poet Sonia Sanchez 

Speaks at Mesa 

See Sanchez online 

Financial Literacy Series Continues at Mesa 

Mesa Celebrates Women’s History Month 

S 
an Diego Mesa College’s 
Financial Literacy 
Speaker Series for 

students on campus will continue 
this month with a lecture 
on Income Taxes Made 
Simple by Paul Lim on Tuesday, 
March 14 at 11:30 a.m. 
     As a way to help students 
prepare their tax returns, 
Certified Financial Planner Paul 
S. Lim will “take the mystery out 
of filing” during his Income Taxes 
Made Simple lecture on March 
14.  
     Students interested in 
learning about budgeting, 
income taxes, investments, 
credit scores, reading credit 
reports, responsibly obtaining 
credit and other financial topics 
are invited to attend any or all of 
the remaining sessions of the 
series being offered this 
semester. 
     “A lot of students come in and 
are not sure of how to handle 
their money, what to do and how 
to do it wisely,” said Howard 
Eskew, a business professor at 
Mesa College. “So we’re trying to 
help them to have a firm financial See Finance online 

S 
an Diego Mesa College is 
celebrating Women’s 
History Month with a full 

schedule of events during the 
month of March, starting with 
“Shrink Not From Incessant 
Error: The Uncomfortable 
Conversations of Margaret Fuller 
(1810-1850),” a talk on early 
American feminism with Jeff 
Austin on Friday, March 3. 
     “In the political climate right 
now, especially, I think it’s 
important for a woman’s voice to 
be heard,” said Denise Rogers, 
Art History professor at Mesa 
College. “If you look historically at 
women’s rights, women’s issues, 

female empowerment, equality in 
pay and access to jobs, it’s 
something that women are still 
struggling with.” 
     Events throughout the 
month will focus on a variety 
of topics, including sex 
trafficking, domestic violence, 
women in sports and the 
battlefield during the Spanish 
Civil War and more.  
     The Sixth Annual Gracia 
Molina de Pick Feminist Lecture 
Series will take place on 
Wednesday, March 8 from 11 
a.m. to 12:35 p.m. in MC 211 B.  

See Women online 

foundation and make life a lot 
less stressful.” 
     The first lecture was $pend 
$mart with Rae Russell on Feb. 
21. During her lecture, Russell 
spoke about budgeting, 
planning and goal setting in 
order to build wealth. 

http://bit.ly/SoniaSanchez2017
http://bit.ly/FinancialLiteracySeries
http://bit.ly/MesaWomensHistoryMonth2017
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Domestic Violence Prevention Event: My Body, My Choice, My Consent: Wednesday, March 8 from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. in the LRC Quad. Join an open dialogue on domestic violence and sexual assault, watch a video 
about Understand Consent and listen to guest speakers during this event present by Student Health Services. 
Contact Rebecca Lee, LMFT at rlee@sdccd.edu for more information.  
 
Tales Bones Tell: The Science of Forensic Anthropology: Wednesday, March 8 from 7:30 to 9 p.m. in G-
101. Find out what stories a skeleton can tell you from Mesa College’s Dr. Madeleine Hinkes during this STEM 
Lecture Series event.  
 
Free STEM Workshop: Solving Rational Equations: Thursday, March 9 from 3 to 4 p.m. For more 
information, email Dean Saeid Y. Eidgahy, Ph.D. at seidgahy@sdccd.edu. 
 
Paris Study Abroad: Students interested in Fashion, the French Language or studying abroad can travel to 
Paris this summer with French professor Uriel Ornelas and Fashion professor Susan Lazear. The deadline to 
sign up and pay the $450 deposit is March 20. For more information about the Study Abroad Program, 
contact French Professor Uriel Ornelas at uornelas@sdccd.edu. 
 
Women Victims: Women Survivors: Tuesday, March 21 from 11:10 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. in MC 211 A/B. 
Survivors of human trafficking and representatives from organizations that help them sit on a panel to speak 
about sex trafficking and migrant workers. Location on campus to be determined.  
 
Women’s Words: Thursday, March 23 from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. in the LRC Quad. See live performances from 
the Mesa College Drama Department as students perform pieces about the female experience. For more 
information about the Women’s History Month events, visit http://bit.ly/MesaWomensHistoryMonth2017.  
 
A Taste of Mesa: Thursday, April 6 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Mesa College will hold a fundraiser in the new 
Culinary Outlook in Mesa Commons. Current students, friends, alumni and foodies will enjoy international 
cuisine stations, a food-themed silent auction, light jazz music and a “Chopped” style cook-off. Tickets are 
available online for the price of $25 for students, $50 for general admission and $125 for VIP tickets. For more 
information and to buy tickets, visit sdmesa.edu/TasteofMesa. All proceeds benefit the culinary arts program at 
Mesa College. 
 
Canyon Day: Saturday, April 22 from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Help clean up the Tecolote Canyon next to Mesa 
College during this fun and free community service event. Volunteers will receive refreshments, t-shirts (while 
they last) and a certificate of participation. Children 10+ are welcome and must be accompanied by a parent or 
guardian. To RSVP, visit sdmesa.edu/CanyonDay.  

The SDCCD is governed by its Board of Trustees. No oral or written representation is binding on the 

San Diego Community College District without the express approval of the Board of Trustees. 

Mesa eNews  is published by Mesa College Office of Communications. 
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