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Welcome Back! 
We are kicking off another spring semester with 
Welcome Week. It has been an exciting and 
eventful first day - with students searching for clas-
ses, and several departments, programs, and clubs 
providing snacks, giveaways, and prizes at booths. 
Thank you to Student Affairs and to our faculty and 
staff for answering hundreds of our students’ ques-
tions, and to everyone who had a hand in getting 
our semester off to a strong start. In efforts to make 
things a bit easier for students looking for parking, 
Mesa Moves is offering Valet Parking for the first 
two weeks, Monday through Thursday. Additional 
parking is also available, during the entire semester, 
at Grace Brethren Church (3455 Atlas St, Corner of 
Stalmer and Atlas) and at Kearny High School.  
 

Spring 2020 Convocation  
On Thursday, January 30, 2020, over 300 faculty, 
staff, and administrators gathered in the Mesa Gym 
for Convocation. Through song, speech, and well-
deserved accolades we celebrated our familial 
bonds and the hard work of our Mesa community. 
Each speaker and presentation focused on how to 
best serve our students and the program culminat-
ed in a discussion of our vision for Mesa 2030. We 
participated in a Mesa Pathways activity that tested 
our knowledge of our students’ journeys. Congratu-
lations to our Olympian Spirit Award winners, and 
thanks to all for contributing to this semester’s 
Planning Activity. 
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 Martin Luther King Events and Parade  
On Sunday, January 19, 2020, San Diego Mesa College 
students, faculty, staff, administrators, and friends 
joined the District, City College, CE, and thousands of 
community members to march in the 40th Annual 
MLK Jr. Parade. This year, the theme of the Mesa Col-
lege parade float was Unity, Hope, and Resilience, and 
together, we celebrated Dr. King’s actions and legacy, 
as they are reflected in the diversity and strength of 
our community. Mesa also joined the celebrations on 
Friday, January 17, at the Jackie Robinson Family 
YMCA Human Dignity Awards Breakfast, and again on 
Saturday at the San Diego County Educators Breakfast 
at the Jacobs Center for Neighborhood Innovation. On 
Monday, January 20, 2020, we attended the All Peo-
ples Celebration, a program where nearly 1,000 di-
verse community members, business leaders, elected 
officials, and clergy honor the work of Dr. King. Thank 
you to everyone who joined us for these events!  
 

Rosa Parks Birthday Celebration and Libation  
On Monday, Feb. 6, Mesa College will proudly cele-
brate the birthday of American civil rights activist Ro-
sa Parks with a march across campus to the Rosa 
Parks Transit Stop. Administrators, faculty, staff, and 
students will walk from the Humanities and Cultural 
Studies building, to the bus stop, to honor those who 
walked after Ms. Parks refused to give up her bus 
seat. Our celebration of Black History Month will con-
tinue throughout the month of February. For a com-
plete list of events, please visit the Black History 
Month Calendar of Events. 
 

Expanding The Stand:  
Mesa’s new Food Rescue Partnership 
Through our partnership with Feeding San Diego, The 
Stand is now participating in the “retail rescue pro-
gram.” This program reduces the amount of food re-
tail stores throw away and gives us the opportunity to 
bring additional fresh and healthy food options to 
campus for our students. On a given week, The 
Stand’s normal pick-up selection includes produce, 
meat, deli, and non-perishable foods. The inaugural 
offering was small and included ham, packaged and 
ready to eat salads, as well as additional items, such 
as guacamole. The standard offering is expected to 
contain grocery items and potentially even household 
goods, such as cups and reading glasses. Beginning 
this spring, look for the advertisements for The Stand: 
Pop-up Market and spread the word to let our stu-
dents know about this great resource.  
 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/galleries-and-attractions/rosa-parks-transit-center/rosa-parks-and-mesa.shtml
http://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/galleries-and-attractions/rosa-parks-transit-center/rosa-parks-and-mesa.shtml
http://www.sdmesa.edu/academics/schools-departments/black-studies/black-history-month.shtml
http://www.sdmesa.edu/academics/schools-departments/black-studies/black-history-month.shtml
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Scholarship Applications Are Now Open  
Please announce to your students that Mesa College 
Scholarship applications are NOW AVAILABLE at 
www.sdmesa.edu/scholarships.  Over $180,000 is availa-
ble for our students. The deadline to turn in scholarship 
application materials is Tuesday, Feb. 18, 2020. The Schol-
arships Award Ceremony this year will be on Saturday, 
April 18, 2020. I’m looking forward to seeing all of you 
there.  
 

Program Review 
The program review submission period is in the final 
stretch!  Due to the timing of the start of the semester, 
we have extended access to Taskstream and the Request 
Portal until February 10.  All liaison and manager feed-
back should be complete by now so lead writers can 
meaningfully incorporate the feedback into their docu-
ment.  The next phase of the process will be to have each 
of the resource groups (BARC, FHP, CHP) review and pri-
oritize the requests and make a recommendation to Pres-
ident’s Cabinet.  Alongside this work, the Program Review 
Steering Committee will convene to assess our process, 
consider changes and improvements to the existing struc-
tures, and make a recommendation to PIEC for the 2020-
2021 Program Review Cycle.  Please be on the lookout for 
the Integrated Planning Survey which will guide these 
decisions. See the full Program Review Timeline here. 
 

Mesa Pathways Update 
In January 2020, Claudia Estrada-Howell, Shawn Fawcett, 
John Crocitti, Leslie Shimazaki, Helen Greenbergs, Toni 
Parsons, Howard Eskew, and Isabel O’Connor planned the 
Mesa Pathways Soft Reset Retreat held on Monday, Janu-
ary 27. All Mesa College faculty, staff, and administrators 
were invited to attend, and approximately 95 attendees 
gathered to explore, discuss, and better understand Mesa 
Pathways. The morning session focused on the, “how, 
what, and why” for Mesa Pathways through examination 
of data. The awesome Institutional Research team of 
Bridget Herrin and Hai Hoang presented relevant student 
data and led an exercise analyzing the educational jour-
neys of actual students. In the afternoon, each Mesa 
Pathways workgroup presented information around their 
work and gathered participant input that will be used to 
further guide our work. It was a fun, informative, and en-
gaging day. A huge “THANK YOU” to everyone who 
attended. We are proud of the work that was accom-
plished, and we are excited to continue our work on Me-
sa Pathways with you throughout this spring semester. 
 
 
 

 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/scholarships
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/institutional-effectiveness/program-review/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/institutional-effectiveness/program-review/taskstream.shtml
http://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/institutional-effectiveness/program-review/documents/resources/2019-2020%20Program%20Review%20Timeline_extended.pdf
https://www.sdmesa.edu/mesa-pathways/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/mesa-pathways/
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Mesa 2030 
Mesa 2030, the College’s Educational and Facilities Mas-
ter Plan, kicked off the Spring 2020 semester with an in-
tentionality about participation and receiving perspec-
tives from all segments of campus. At convocation, two 
questions were asked of the attendees: 1) If you walked 
on to campus in 2030 what facilities, programs, and ser-
vices would you like to see? And, 2) What are your top 
priorities when planning for 2030? Table discussions were 
had and ideas that were shared were collected for analy-
sis and review by the Mesa 2030 Task Force. Additionally, 
to gather more and broader feedback, dream boards 
were placed outside of convocation for constituents to 
share their thoughts about favorite and least favorite 
places on campus, top priorities, and ideas to make Mesa 
a better place. The first Mesa 2030 Task Force meeting of 
the semester will be held on February 4. 

 

Monday, February 3-28 (LRC – 1st Floor)  
Reflections on the Art of Africa: Femininity, Power, and Materiality 
Three thematic mini exhibitions focusing on Dolls and Fertility; Art and Power in the Congo; and the castings of metals.  
 

February 3-27, 2020 (Art Gallery, FA 103) - Gallery Hours: M, T, W, 11 am - 4 pm, Th, 11 – 7 pm.  
Forced Exodus: Coded Messages from the Underground Railroad 
Joe Lewis delves deep into the heroic history of the Underground Railroad, a crucial episode in the Black experience, 
to draw potent parallels between the plight of slaves in the 1850s and undocumented immigrants today. His work ex-
plores past and present migration to and from Mexico, the connection between runaway slaves and indigenous peo-
ple in their struggle for freedom, and the continuing search for social justice and self-determination.  
 

Tuesday, February 4, 11:00 am – 12:30 pm (MC 211A/B) 
UMOJA Career Workshop – I, Yup/Nope Everybody Got Choices.  
Guest Speakers Jordan Harrison & Taryell Simmons will speak to students about career options in a three-part series. 
 

Thursday, February 6, 1:30 – 2:10 pm Osani Circle to Rosa Parks Transit Bus Stop) 
Rosa Parks Birthday Recognition & Libation  
Mesa College recognizes Rosa Parks as an iconic figure in the Civil Rights movement, due to her civil disobedience in 
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1955 by refusing to give up her seat on a bus to a white person, which sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott. The 
march begins at Osani Circle (Black Studies & Chicano Studies Department G-103) and ends at the Rosa Parks Transit 
Bus Stop. 
 

Wednesday, February 19, 11:00 am – 12:30 pm (MC 211A/B) 
Tribute to Dr. Carrol Waymon – Healing Drums 
A hands-on Drumming workshop that explores the power of drumming in building community, healing the soul, and 
synchronizing the rhythms and heart beats of the mind, body, and spirit.   
 

Thursday, February 20th, 6:30 – 9:00 pm (MC 211A/B) 
Open MIC: Poets Speak Out – Loving Black Women 
Poets Speak Out on the strength and resilience of Black women. Students and community members can share poetry 
and spoken word regarding experiences of being Black in America.   
 

For a full list of events, please visit: www.sdmesa.edu/black-history-month 

 

 New Hires/Promotions at  
Mesa College 

Congratulations! 

Caitlin Tiffany AP, Biology 

Jane Ryan ILT, Culinary Arts/Management 

The SDCCD is governed by its Board of Trustees. No oral or written representation is binding on 

the San Diego Community College District without the express approval of the Board of Trustees. 

First Monday on the Mesa  
Is the President’s monthly newsletter, published by  

the President’s Office and the Office of Communications. 

DATE DAY SPORT OPPONENT TIME 

02/05/20 Wed. M. Basketball Cuyamaca College 5:00 PM 

02/06/20 Thu. Softball LA Valley College 1:00/3:00 PM 

02/11/20 Tue. Baseball Mt. San Jacinto College 2:00 PM 

02/12/20 Wed. W. Basketball Imperial Valley College 5:00 PM 

02/13/20 Thu M. Volleyball Golden West College 5:00 PM 

02/19/19 Wed. Beach Volleyball Mt. San Antonio College 12:00 PM 

02/20/20 Thu. M. Tennis Palomar College 2:00 PM 

 Upcoming Mesa Olympians athletics events 

To see them all, please visit 

www.gosdmesa.com 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/black-history-month
http://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/office-of-the-president/index.shtml/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/office-of-communications/index.shtml/
http://www.gosdmesa.com

