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I 
t is hard to believe this this year is 
almost over, but look how far we 
have come!  As we race towards 

Commencement, I’d like to review some 
highlights from the past month.  

The Annual Scholarship Awards Cere-
mony was absolutely inspiring and ex-
citing as it is every year.  Thanks to all 
of you who attended and supported our 
student winners who were granted in 
excess of $160,000 in scholarships. 
This year were offered the highest num-
ber of scholarship opportunities at 109 
(over 99 in 2016) and the highest num-
ber awarded at 191 – with 49 of the re-
cipients receiving multiple awards – 
making a grand total of 240 scholar-
ships awarded in 2017! Thanks to all 
our donors, administrators, faculty and 
staff for contributing every year. A spe-
cial thanks to Anne Zacovic, Dean Vicki 
Miller, Kathy Fennessey, and the Stu-
dent Affairs team, along with Jennifer 
Kearns, Neeko David and the Commu-
nications office, and Mike Gast for put-
ting together our videos. Nice work! 

Summer Enrollment is in full swing, and 
Mesa College is offering over 700 clas-
ses this summer! Please encourage 
your students to get ahead (or catch up) 
by taking a class this summer at Mesa. 
They can get information at 
www.sdmesa.edu/summer17.  

We are mid-way through our 
“Scholarship Challenge”, and to date we 
have raised approximately $5,000. I am 

May 2017 

confident that we can finish strong and ex-
ceed our $10,000 goal!  If your annual giving 
includes Mesa College, please donate NOW 
through May 15

th
 so that we can earn up to 

$20,000 for our students. 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/student-affairs/scholarships/index.shtml
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/student-affairs/scholarships/index.shtml
http://www.sdmesa.edu/summer17
http://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/scholarship-challenge.shtml
http://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/index.shtml/
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 championships in over 20 events. Women’s tennis 
star, Brittany Garrido, won the conference and state 
championship single’s title for the second consecutive 
year paving her future. Similarly, baseball admitted its 
10

th
 student-athlete to a national university. Over the 

next couple of weeks, each sport, including beach 
volleyball, heads into state championships represent-
ing San Diego Mesa College in our dominating fash-
ion.  

On May 12
th
, 2017, San Diego Mesa College’s 

Fashion Program hosts the 36
th
 Annual Golden 

Scissors Fashion Show, organized and produced 
by Mesa fashion promotion students, where fashion 
design majors showcase their one-of-a-kind collec-
tions. This is a great way to bring the San Diego 
community together and to support local community 
college students. VIP tickets - $60 (in advance); 
Student Tickets - $20 ($30 at door); General Admis-
sion - $25 ($30 at door). Tor tickets, go to https://
sdmesafoundation.yapsody.com/ The show will be 
held at the Sheraton San Diego Hotel and Marina in 
the Pavilion, 1380 Harbor Island Dr., San Diego. 

We are gearing up for an exciting Commencement 
on Saturday, May 20, at 3 p.m. at the University of 
San Diego’s Jenny Craig Pavilion.  PLEASE NOTE 
that this is an hour earlier than last year, so plan 
accordingly. Alexander Szeto will be our 2017 Dis-
tinguished Alumnus.   

Please visit our Campus Calendar for additional 
exciting and cultural events happening in May! 

Taste of Mesa was a huge success, and raised near-
ly $10,000 for the Culinary Program. Our celebrity 
chefs Kevin and Maeve were gracious and fun - and 
the impromptu cake auction generated an additional 
$300 for the Program. Congratulations again to Mike 
Fitzgerald, Toya Whitfield, Domini Renda, Brian Les-
son and the students in our Culinary Arts/
Management program. 

I recently attended the American Association of Com-
munity Colleges Conference in New Orleans.  In ad-
dition to eating too many beignets, I had the honor of 
presenting with VPA Agatha, Interim City College 
President Whisenhut, and VPA Awan on the colleges 
integrated resource planning processes.  

Good news for our HIM Bachelors Pilot Program. 
New legislation - SB 769 - to extend the pilot was 
passed by the Senate Education Committee, and will 
now go to Senate Appropriations. Chancellor Carroll 
traveled to Sacramento to support the Legislation.  
The bill as it stands, provides a five-year extension of 
the sunset to 2028, expands the total number of pro-
grams to 25 (10 more degrees), and retains the modi-
fied duplication with CSU programs beyond a 100-
mile limit.  

It has been a month of success for our Olympian stu-
dent-athletes. Men’s track and field high jumper Tyler 
Arroyo set a new school record of 7’01” (#1 in the 
state), leading the team to a conference champion-
ship; the women came in at runner up. Our aquatic 
Olympians, men and women, take 1

st 
in the swim and 

dive conference championship and qualify for state 

https://sdmesafoundation.yapsody.com/
https://sdmesafoundation.yapsody.com/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/commencement/commencement-ceremony.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/index.phpC:/Users/jnichols/Documents/Attachmate
http://www.sdmesa.edu/academics/bachelors-degree/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB769
http://www.gosdmesa.com/
http://www.gosdmesa.com/
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 Annual Festival Colors Returns as a Part of Cultural Unity Week 

See Cultural Unity online 

S 
an Diego Mesa College cele-
brated diversity inclusion 
through four days of work-

shops, lectures and events during 
the annual Festival of Colors and 
Cultural Unity Week on campus 
from April 10 to 13. 
     Organized by the Committee for 
Diversity, Action, Inclusion and Eq-
uity and The Humanities Institute, 
the series of events include an Ad-
vocacy Fair, where several local 
non-profits encouraged students to 
get involved in passion projects. 
There were viewings of “Human, 
The Movie,” lectures on “The Di-
verse Middle East” and 
“Islamaphobia,” Healing Drums and 
a Fashions of the World Runway 
Show. 

     “My word, today, is celebrate,” 
Poet Jaime Victoria Jones said dur-
ing the Festival of Colors on April 
13. “We’re here for the Festival of 
Colors, and it is important that each 
and every one of you finds some 
time to celebrate. I’m encouraging 
you that if you want to be balanced, 
work to educate – as you’re doing 
today – and shout out to say how 
much you appreciate every flower, 
favor, breath and step you take.” 
     Jones is one of the co-authors of 
“The Gumbo Pot Poems: A Savory 
Recipe for Life, Community and 
GUMBO through Poetry,” along 
with CDAIE Chair and Mesa Col-
lege Counseling Professor Judy 
Sundayo, and Rev. Alyce Smith 
Cooper.  

     A Somalian Immersion Experi-
ence on April 11 was attended by 
more than 280 students, faculty and 
staff, according to Sundayo. At-
tendees walked through tents to 
learn about the history and cultural 
of Somalia, try traditional foods and 
spice tea, and experience firsthand 
the concept of being new to a coun-
try and not understanding the native 
language. 
     “Students, faculty and staff went 
through the immersion tents to un-
derstand and experience a very 
small part of what so many of our 
Somali students and local commu-
nity members have experienced,” 
Sundayo said.      

http://bit.ly/CulturalUnityWeek
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I 

t has been just over two 
years since San Diego Me-
sa College made a commit-

ment to be the leading college 
of equity and excellence, and in 
such a short time period, more 
than 60 programs on campus 
have been developed to pro-
gress toward this goal. 
     Since adopting this concept, 
Mesa has established an Office 
of Student Success and Equity; 
hired Sade Burrell as a special 
populations counselor for former 
foster youth (Fast Scholars) and 
immigrant (Borderless Scholar) 
students; created The Stand to 
support students in need of 
food, toiletries and business at-
tire; launched the Mesa Moves 
campaign to ensure that stu-
dents have modes of transpor-
tation to get to campus and 
more.  
     In September 2014, Mesa 
received its first Title V Hispan-
ic Serving Institution federal 
grant for $2.62 million – named 
the Proyecto Éxito by Profes-
sor Leticia Lopez and Proyecto 
Activity Director Monica 
Romero. The purpose of the 

grant was to fund efforts for 
both student success and stu-
dent equity to help students to 
meet their educational goals at 
equitable rates across various 
demographics, focused on La-
tino students.  
     Having previously worked 
with the Center for Urban Edu-
cation at University of South-
ern California, Mesa President 
Dr. Pamela Luster had CUE 
come to Mesa at that time to 
assess where the college was 
in terms of equity.  
     A collaborative group com-
prised of the CUE and Mesa 
administrators looked for “equity 
barriers” and how the college 
could close equity gaps.  
     From that moment on, the 
idea of equity and excellence 
being married to one another in 
the campus’ goals became an 
integral part of the strategic 
plan.  
     “Without one you can’t real-
ly have the other,” Luster said. 
“For me, it’s kind of the perfect 
recipe, really. We want stu-
dents to have an excellent ex-
perience in all facets, but we 

want to provide that in a way 
that’s respectful of their  expe-
riences and worldview, what 
they bring to the table.”  
     A year of inquiry was then 
established to assess the equi-
ty needs on campus and how 
to best serve the student popu-
lation, said Vice President of 
Student Services Ashanti 
Hands. Change agent groups 
comprised of Mesa faculty and 
staff were created to look at 
documents, walk in students’ 
shoes and make observations 
of the status of equity on cam-
pus. 
     Stay tuned for weekly arti-
cles in our Newsroom continu-
ing this story and highlighting 
students, faculty and staff who 
are working toward the goal of 
making Mesa, “The Leading 
College of Equity and Excel-
lence”.  
     For more information about 
Student Success and Equity at 
Mesa College, contact Dean 
Larry Maxey at (619) 388-
5940, or via email at lmax-
ey@sdccd.edu. 

Mesa College Becomes ‘Leading College of Equity and Excellence’  

A progress report of the last two years, Part I 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
mailto:lmaxey@sdccd.edu
mailto:lmaxey@sdccd.edu
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 Mesa College Canyon Day a 

Huge Success 

S 
an Diego Mesa College Canyon Day 
2017, held on Saturday April 22, was a 
huge success even though there were 

multiple other events occurring which coincided 
with Earth Day. 
     “I am proud to say that even with other clean-
ups and marches that were held this past week-
end, Mesa College still had over one hundred 
volunteers who attended Canyon Day,” stated 
Dr. Pamela T. Luster, President. “It’s pretty clear 
that the Mesa Family is committed to protecting 
our local resources.” 
      This year, there were over 120 volunteers 
who attended the event, including multiple stu-
dent groups and clubs such as The Honor Soci-
ety, SEEDS, and student veterans. The event, 
which has been held every year since 2008, is 
hosted in conjunction with the City of San Die-
go’s Park and Recreation Department, who 
helps provide supplies and training for volun-
teers. Over 75 students received community 
service credit for their participation. 

See Canyon Day online 

Poets Taco ‘Bout  History  of  

Performance Group 

T 
omás Riley, Adrian 
Arancibia and Adolfo 
Guzman-Lopez from 

the Latin spoken-word col-
lective Taco Shop Poets 
performed and told the story 
of the formation of the group 
during a special reunion 
event at San Diego Mesa 
College on April 11. 
     Taco Shop Poets – “a 
group of artists devoted to 
creating community empow-
erment through the arts” – 
was originally founded in 
1994 after a series of poetry 
reading where the perform-
ers took the arts out of the 
coffee shops and into the 
community taco shops.  
     “The Taco Shop Poets is 
a group that appeared in the 
mid-1990s here in San Die-
go when the Spoken Word 
Movement was really gain-
ing strength across the na-
tion,” said Manuel Velez, 
Chair of Chicana/o Studies. 
“Poetry slams and spoken 

word really began in the 
1990s and late 1980s in the 
United States, it was a com-
bination of a lot of different 
forms of creative expression 
– a combination of what we 
call cowboy poetry, hip hop, 
rap and jazz – it was a kind 
of fusion of lots of different 
styles.” 
     Known for their guerilla 
poetry style, as well as punk 
and hip hop influences, 
three of the Taco Shop Po-
ets had a mini-reunion at 
Mesa College – reading 
together for the first time in 
years.  
     “This reading is very dif-
ferent than other readings 
that we’ve done because 
we’re not the same people 
that we were in the 90s 
when we were doing this a 
lot – when we were in our 
mid-20s and just out of col-
lege,” Guzman-Lopez said.  

See Poetry online 

http://bit.ly/CanyonDayRecap
http://bit.ly/TacoShopPoets
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 Scholarship Banquet Awards $160,000 to Mesa College Students 

S 
an Diego Mesa College cele-
brated another year of schol-
arship recipients during the 

24th Annual Scholarship Awards 
Ceremony on Friday, April 28. 

     Winners were granted in excess 
of $160,000 in scholarships. Schol-
arship winners, along with respec-
tive donors, “walked the blue carpet” 
at this stunning sold-out event. Do-
nors, administrators, faculty and 
staff and student recipients were 
recognized for their donations and 
achievements. The ceremony in-
cluded a special poolside “Meet & 
Greet” for recipients and donors. 

     This year was distinguished by 
Mesa College offering the highest 
number of scholarship opportunities 

to students at 109 (over 99 offered 
in 2016). It was the highest number 
of scholarships ever awarded at 191 
– with 49 of the recipients receiving 
multiple awards – making a grand 
total of 240 scholarships awarded. 

     “We had an outstanding list of 
student winners this year,” stated Dr. 
Pamela T. Luster, President. “We 
had a record number of applicants, 
evidenced by the fact that nearly 
200 students are receiving awards – 
many of whom would not be able to 
afford college if it weren’t for these 
scholarships.” 

The event raised over $3,000 to-
wards future students scholarships. 
 

See Scholarships online 

http://bit.ly/ScholarshipPics
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ASG Carnival Shows Students How 

to Get Involved with Campus Clubs 

Olympian Track and F ie ld 

Athletes Take the Lead in PCAC 

T 
rack and field ath-
letes at San Diego 
Mesa College have 

had a successful season 
thus far with the men’s team 
winning the Pacific Coast 
Athletic Conference with a 
high score of 341 points and 
the women’s team taking 
second place. 
     During the PCAC Cham-
pionship match on Saturday, 
April 22, Tyler Arroyo set a 
new school record for the 
high jump of 7 feet one inch, 
earning him first place at the 
meet and putting him in first 
place for the state. 
     Other athletes who won 
in their events include Cop-
per Bibbs (100 meter and 
200 meter); Qwayjon Walker 
(men’s long jump and jave-
lin); China Garcia (women’s 
shot put); Jordyn Fox 
(women’s pole vault); Juba 
McClay (men’s triple jump); 
Sarah Montion (women’s 
javelin); Bibbs, Giovanni 
Brooks, Christion Robinson, 
Fernando Harris and Artie 
Henry (400 relay); and Jerry 
Romero, Doug Strange, Nel-
son Cantrell, Bibbs and Ri-
cardo Garcia (1600 relay). 
     A total of 34 students will 
now compete at the South-

ern California Regionals on 
Saturday, May 6 at Cerritos 
College. 
    “It’s unique to have so 
many athletes to make the 
state, automatic qualifying 
marks – that is something 
that is definitely not normal,” 
said Head Coach Renee 
Ross. “We always have a 
winning tradition – that is 
what we do and what we are 
– but to have athletes as of 
halfway through our season 
already making their mark in 
California is very impres-
sive.” 
     Coach Ross said that 
she brings Mesa College 
track and field athletes to 
compete against four-year 
colleges each year to help 
motivate them to continue 
reaching their athletic and 
educational goals. 
      “I do it for two reasons – 
one, because it motivates 
these athletes to want to get 
up try at that higher level 
and competing at four year 
colleges, and I want them to 
look at other campuses,” 
Ross said. “Two, it allows 
these coaches at four-year 
colleges to be able to see 
the athletes.” 

See Track online 

A 
ssociated Stu-
dent Govern-
ment at San 

Diego Mesa College 
held their ASG Carni-
val on Thursday, April 
20 between the Mesa 
Commons and Exer-
cise Science buildings.  
     “This spring carnival 
is to get students 
aware and involved in 
the student organiza-
tions and clubs here on 
campus,” said ASG 
Senator and sociology 
major Joe Newell. “A 
lot of this is about 
clubs and getting stu-
dents here to interact 
and learn about the 
student organizations 
here at Mesa. We have 
had an event similar to 

this before, but this is 
the first time that was 
as big as it was.” 
     Celebrating the 
spring, the ASG had 
catered food for stu-
dents, carnival games 
and information about 
the various clubs that 
students can join. Stu-
dents also had the op-
portunity to donate 
food and business 
clothing to The Stand, 
a new program on 
campus to help stu-
dents in need.  
     For more infor-
mation about the Asso-
ciated Student Govern-
ment at Mesa College, 
contact President Ava 
Fakhrabadi at afakhra-
badi@sdccd.edu.   

http://bit.ly/OlympianTrack
mailto:afakhrabadi@sdccd.edu
mailto:afakhrabadi@sdccd.edu
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Speech and Debate Showcase: Wednesday, May 3 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in G-101 Mesa will be 
showcasing award-winning speeches in the areas of oral interpretation, platform speaking, and limited 
preparation. You can buy your tickets today from a speech and debate team member or coach. Tickets: $5 pre-
sale, $7 at the door. For pre-sale tickets, contact bmalinis@sdccd.edu. 
 
Astronomy Night: Wednesday, May 3 from 8:15 to 10:00 p.m. in G-102. Join Mesa College astronomers and 
volunteers in exploring the wonders of the night sky. A short lecture will be followed by telescopic viewing of 
Jupiter and its moons, Orion nebula, the moon’s surface features, galaxy imaging, globular clusters and 
spectroscopy of the stars. Email Don Barrie at dbarrie@sdccd.edu for more information about this and other 
events in the Stem Lecture Series. 
 
Unconscious Bias and Men of Color: Implications for Teaching and Serving: Thursday, May 4 at 11:00 
a.m. in LRC 435. Faculty and staff are invited to join us for a workshop presented by Dr. Frank Harris, III and Dr. 
J. Luke Wood, co-directors of Minority Male Community College Collaborative (M2C3), a national research and 
practice center of the Community College Equity Assessment Lab (CCEAL) that partners with community 
colleges to support their capacity in advancing outcomes for men of color. Email MesaLOFT@sdccd.edu for 
more information.  

 
Common Grounds: Thursday, May 4 from 12:45 to 2:00 p.m. in MC 211 A/B. Meet and mingle with other 
San Diego Mesa College Community Members, while eating cookies and drinking coffee.  
 
“I Hate Hamlet:” Friday May 5 at 8:00 p.m., Saturday May 6 at 8:00 p.m., Sunday May 7 at 7:00 p.m., 
Friday May 12 at 8:00 p.m., Saturday May 13 at 8:00 p.m., and Sunday May 14 at 7:00 p.m. This is a 
romantic comedy that the Mesa College Theatre Company presents. It is located in Apolliad Theatre Mesa 
College. Tickets: SDCCD Students/Staff $8, Mesa Neighbors $8, Students, Seniors, Military $12 and General 
Admission $15. www.sdmesa.edu/drama. 
 
Ain’t No Question Hard Enough! – Financial Literacy Series: Tuesday, May 9 at 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 a.m. 
in LRC 435. Come and ask any questions you have concerning any financial topic. We bring the experts to you. 
See Finance online.  
 
The 10

th
 Annual Student-Athlete Recognition (STAR) Awards: Thursday, May 9 from 12:45 to 2:15 p.m. 

This event recognizes the academic achievements, community spirit and athletic excellence of our Mesa student
-athletes. Its located in the Mesa Gymnasium. This event is for the athletic students and by invite only. 
 
Golden Scissors Fashion Show: Friday, May 12 from 5:00 to 10:00 p.m. at Sheraton San Diego Hotel and 
Marina. Mesa College’s Fashion Program helps emerging student designers and merchandising students to 
showcase their talents and skills to the fashion industry and the community of San Diego. All proceeds earned 
from the show will go toward fashion scholarships. Tickets: VIP in advance $60, Student Tickets (Student ID 
required at the door) $20 ($30 at door); General Admission $25 ($30 at door). Tickets can be purchased in 
advance at  https://sdmesafoundation.yapsody.com/. 
 

‘Real Talk’: Thursday, May 18 from 12:45 to 1:45 p.m. in MC 211 B The Umoja Community: Mesa Academy 

Program will host ‘Real Talk’, Black Student Panel Discussion focusing on self-determination through 

perspectives of competence, autonomy, and relatedness.  

Bike to Work Day: Friday, May 19 from 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. Bike to work and check out the stop at Mesa 

College. Learn more at http://www.icommutesd.com/events/bike-month. 

Class of 2017 Commencement: Saturday, March 20 at 3:00 p.m. in the Jenny Craig Pavilion at University 

of San Diego. Come celebrate the accomplishments of the graduating class of 2017 during this year’s 

commencement. For more information about commencement, contact Student Affairs at (619) 388-2699.  

mailto:bmalinis@sdccd.edu
mailto:dbarrie@sdccd.edu
mailto:MesaLOFT@sdccd.edu
http://www.sdmesa.edu/drama
http://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar-documents/2017financial_lit_series_flyer_fnlV02.png
https://mail.sdccd.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=lfTBr7ndnV2N-n1R72TOAY1VIbgZUCNoOxVbCRDVX-Kd7r__9YzUCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fsdmesafoundation.yapsody.com%2f
http://www.icommutesd.com/events/bike-month
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/commencement/


 9 

 

The SDCCD is governed by its Board of Trustees. No oral or written representation is binding on the 

San Diego Community College District without the express approval of the Board of Trustees. 

First Monday on the Mesa/ Mesa eNews   
is published by Mesa College Office of Communications. 

 
Please email story or article suggestions to Jennifer Kearns at jnkearns@sdccd.edu. Please provide photos  

(if applicable) and specifics, and limit your copy to 150 words or less. We may contact  
you for more information, and reserve the right to edit any submitted content. 

 New Hires at Mesa College Welcome to the Mesa Family!  

HAI HOANG 
Research & Planning Analyst,  
Office of Institutional Research  

Diana Solares 
Senior Clerical Assistant 

 

 

Clockwise from Left: The San Diego Mesa College women’s beach volleyball team is heading to the State 
Championships May 5-7; SEEDS Scholar Sara Ramirez poses for picture during Earth Day celebrations on 
April 19; and Danzas Aztecas perform during the Cultural Unity Week Festival of Colors on April 13. 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
mailto:jnkearns@sdccd.edu

