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Welcome to Spring at Mesa College 

– a beautiful time when the campus is 
in bloom.  

I want to alert you to two VERY im-
portant April events. First is “Taste of 
Mesa”, a culinary competition pitting 
celebrity chef against culinary students 
and alumni! Tickets for this event are 
going fast - so get them now. The 
fundraiser, benefitting the San Diego 
Mesa College Culinary Arts Program, 
will feature Kevin Templeton, Execu-
tive Chef of Barleymash, and  Maeve, 
founder and owner of Sugar and 
Scribe. Taste of Mesa will be held on 
Thursday, April 6, 2017 from 5:30-8:30 
pm, in Culinary Outlook, in Mesa Com-
mons. For more information and tick-
ets, visit www.sdmesa.edu/
tasteofmesa.  

Secondly, Mesa College is proud to 
announce our “2017 Scholarship Chal-
lenge”, coordinated through the Mesa 
Foundation. This amazing Challenge 
is sponsored by Alum Alex Szeto, who 
has generously offered to match up to 
$10,000 of every donation made be-
tween April 15 – May 15. If your annu-
al giving includes Mesa College, 
please donate during that timeframe 
so that we can earn up to $20,000 for 
our students. 

In March, much was accomplished. 
We “survived” our Accreditation visit – 
and received multiple commendations.  

April 2017 

I’ve said it many times, but I want to give a fi-
nal thank you to Dr. Danene Brown, our Ac-
creditation Liaison Officer, who did an amazing 
job managing all our efforts in advance of - and 
during - Accreditation. I’d like to also thank 
Chris Sullivan and Trina Larson, our Coordina-
tors, and the Accreditation Committee, faculty 
and staff who helped pull it all together. We 
already know how amazing we are here at Me-
sa, and I was proud to show it. 

A few wonderful March events included Wom-
en’s History Month – with more events on our 
campus than at any other college, and maxi-
mum attendance at both our Annual Gracia 
Molina de Pick Lecture Series and “Women 
Victims: Women Survivors”. Kudos to Denise 
Rogers, The Women’s History Month Planning 
Committee, and multiple other faculty and staff 
for organizing these events.  Our Financial Lit-
eracy Series is also boasting standing room 
only attendance as well, during the “Income 
Taxes Made Simple” presentation in March 
and April’s lecture on credit scores, both im-
portant topics for our students. Excellent work 
Howard Eskew! 

http://www.barleymash.com
http://www.sugarandscribe.com
http://www.sugarandscribe.com
http://www.sdmesa.edu/tasteofmesa
http://www.sdmesa.edu/tasteofmesa
http://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/index.shtml/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/index.shtml/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/accreditation/accreditation-committee.shtml
http://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar-documents/2017womens_history_month_poster_fnlV04.pdf
http://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar-documents/2017womens_history_month_poster_fnlV04.pdf
http://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/posts/Financial%20Literacy%20Speaker%20Series%20Set%20to%20Inspire%20Students%20to%20Save.php
http://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/posts/Financial%20Literacy%20Speaker%20Series%20Set%20to%20Inspire%20Students%20to%20Save.php


2  

 

S 
an Diego Mesa College students planning to 
take Spanish 102 or 201 this summer are 
invited to spend a month in Spain to study 

abroad for a true immersion experience from June 26 
to July 22. 

     The study abroad program is part of a hybrid class 
program where students will have classes online from 
June 12-23 before departing to Spain. 

     “Study abroad is a really unique learning 
opportunity and it is kind of transformative,” said Dora 
Schoenbrun-Fernández, a Spanish professor in her 
second year as the director for the Madrid Summer 
2017 Study Abroad program. “You learn a lot of 
things while you’re abroad – of course, you learn the 
academics, which is important to us, and then you 
apply to the classroom. One of the greatest things 
about studying abroad is that you learn more about 
yourself.” 

     Schoenbrun-Fernández said that students who 
study abroad often gain confidence with the language 
that they are studying, and that the “security net” of 

Olé! Students Invited to Study 

Abroad in Madrid 

 Mesa Family, including, Dr. Bridget Herrin - Associate 
Dean of Research & Planning, Janue Seaton - Profes-
sional Learning Coordinator,  Elizabeth Jones - Stu-
dent Services Assistant, Vanndaro Chhum - Student 
Services Assistant, and Anthony Alfuente - Senior Ac-
counting Technician who transferred from Miramar. 
Welcome!  

See Madrid online 

being in the program helps students more than if 
they were traveling alone. 

     “It is an immersive experience, so academically, 
it’s catapulting you into the fast lane of learning,” she 
added. “One thing that we talk about in class is that 
you have to actively learn your vocabulary through 
flash cards, reading things or repeating things to 
yourself. In the case of living in a foreign country, 
you’re surrounded by all that language actively and 
using it in your daily experience.” 

Mesa was also proud to sponsor the Latino Film 
Festival, coordinated by Leticia Lopez, our Title III 
HSI STEM Grant Program Manager, with generous 
donations from the LatinX Alliance, the Office of 
Communications and multiple faculty and staff. It 
was a pleasure to attend the Festival with Con-
stance Carroll, see Mesa College Professor emeri-
tus Rita Sanchez, and catch up with Rep Juan Var-
gas. I learned so much from Delores the Movie. 
Growing up in California, I remember  vividly the 
UFW union movement, but watched it comfortably 
from my middle class family room. Delores remind-
ed us that we need to get uncomfortable before we 
really adopt the view from another's struggle.  

The Veteran’s Breakfast Social was a huge suc-
cess, raising approximately $1,200 and counting - 
for the San Diego Mesa College Emergency Assis-
tance Fund for Veterans, with over $400 through 
donations alone. This could not be made possible 
without the support Tonya Whitfield and Culinary 
Arts Department, the Student Veterans Organiza-
tion, Administrative Services, and the Communica-
tions Department, the Transfer/Career/Evaluations 
Center, and of course Dean Ailene Crakes and our 
administrators. 

I’m excited to welcome multiple new hires into the 

http://bit.ly/MadridStudyAbroad
file://///sdccd.loc/mefiles/mefilevol1/Departments/Communications/eNews.FMM/FMM/sdlatinofilm.com
file://///sdccd.loc/mefiles/mefilevol1/Departments/Communications/eNews.FMM/FMM/sdlatinofilm.com
http://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/current-initiatives/hispanic-serving-institutions/latinx/index.shtml
http://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/office-of-communications/index.shtml/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/office-of-communications/index.shtml/
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/deloresthemovie?source=feed_text&story_id=1758878937760564
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D 

eath Experience – an 
annual campus event 
organized by Student 

Health Services that aims to 
prevent distracted, drugged and 
drunk driving – returned to San 
Diego Mesa College on 
Wednesday, March 22 in the LRC 
Quad. 
     “We started this event to help 
our students to understand what 
alcohol is because maybe they’re 
trying it for the first time and they’re 
not aware of how dangerous it is,” 
said Suzanne Khambata, FNP, 
Nurse Practitioner at Mesa College. 
“There’s a cognitive dissonance 
that occurs in the mind of the young 
adult and it separates the 
repercussions of your actions in 

your mind, so drunk or drugged 
driving or using alcohol and drugs is 
separated from what could happen 
to you.” 
     Khambata added that through 
this event, the staff aims to bridge 
the gap between using alcohol,  
drugs and texting while driving, and 
what some of the consequences of 
those actions may be. 
     During the event, San Diego 
Community College District Police 
provided drunk goggles for students 
to use during a simulated DUI stop 
and interrogation, as well as a fatal 
vision driving course. Assistant 
District Attorney Callie Bright spoke 
from her experience prosecuting 
drunk and drugged drivers, Michael 
Booth gave one-on-one education 

regarding recovery from addiction 
and support, and AT&T conducted 
“Distracted Driving” education. 
Students were encouraged to sign 
Mesa’s No Texting While Driving 
pledge banner. 
     Restaurants Against Drunk 
Driving – a non-profit that aims to 
increase road safety and driver 
responsibility – also presented 
educational materials during Death 
Experience. 
     A dramatic “Jaws of Life” 
demonstration by the San Diego 
Fire Department showed students 
how victims in car crashes are 
extracted from crushed cars. 
     Cars involved in DUI accidents 
and corresponding photos were on 
display from March 20 to 24. 

Death Experience Wows Crowds at San Diego Mesa College  

See Death online 

http://bit.ly/DeathExperience2017
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Campus Confronts ‘Fobias’ through Consultations with Artist Takeda 

I 
nternational artist Shinpei Takeda is an artist in 
residence at San Diego Mesa College this 
month as he works on his installation and 

performing art piece ‘Fobia’ in the Art Gallery, 
located in D-101.  
     A reception for the participatory art installation will 
take place Thursday, April 6 from 4:30 to 6:30 pm, 
with an artist lecture at 6:30 pm Following the 
reception, the installation will remain in the Art 
Gallery until April 13.  
     “It is such a great opportunity to expose our 
student body and the community at large to artwork 
in process,” said Alessandra Moctezuma, Art Gallery 
Director at Mesa College. “These participatory 
projects allow a level of engagement that is 
unparalleled, literally bringing the audience into the 
artwork, and allowing them the opportunity to shape 
the direction of the work. Takeda is also a 
phenomenal artist to be working with, as he has a 
long trajectory in San Diego and around the world 
producing work of impact. We are honored to have 
him here.” 
     On March 16, Fobia opened as an empty gallery 
where Takeda started by welcoming the community 
to the creation of his exhibit. He explained the 
concept of his installation to the attendees and 
invited them to come speak to him the following 
week in private meetings in the gallery.  
     During the week of March 20, Takeda hosted 
consultations in his handwoven tent in the gallery, 
made by wrapping a metal frame with Oaxacan 
wool. Students who signed up for consultations sat 

See Takeda online 

in the Fobia tent office and discussed their fears, which 
Takeda will later use to create hand carved, wooden 
sculptures to be on display for the remainder on the 
exhibit. 
     “Fear is something that is deeply ingrained in all of 
us, and perhaps it’s also collectively ingrained in 
society,” Takeda said. “Often irrational, sometimes 
even biological, our phobias are deeply rooted in our 
history and memory. We don’t need to talk about it 
every day, but I think we do need to attempt to talk 
about it sometimes…We do everything we can to avoid 
these things and we don’t know if those fears are being 
taken advantage of.” 

Professor Zeledón Pérez Inspires Students at ‘Campus Conexiones’ 

C 
ampus Conexiones – a 
speaker series at Mesa Col-
lege that aims to build con-

nections between students and the 
LatinX faculty/staff on campus – re-
turned to campus this month with 
guest speaker María José Zeledón 
Pérez on March 23. 
     The monthly event, which was 
more of a conversation than a 
speech, was created to highlight the 
LatinX staff and faculty on campus 
and show students the journey that 
the speakers took in life. Zeledón 
Pérez said that she hopes her con-
versation was able to motivate and 
inspire students by sharing her own 
experiences as a bilingual, interna-
tional student with the attendees. 

     “Campus Conexiones is a form 
of support,” Zeledón Pérez said. “It 
was a little bit on the human level 
of really who I am, where I’m com-
ing from, how did I get where I am 
and how does my cultural identity 
play a role in what I do today? The 
fact is, I am a very proud Latina 
with a heavy accent, so that’s part 
of what I wanted to talk to the stu-
dents about – to be proud, and for 
students to use their language as 
an asset, because being bilingual 
is an asset, not a deficit.” 
     Zeledón Pérez is part-time fac-
ulty in the Communication Studies 
Department at Mesa College and 
currently studying as a second 
year doctoral student at San Diego 

State University in the education 
program with a concentration in 
community college leadership. 

See Zeledón Pérez online 

http://www.shinpeitakeda.com/
http://bit.ly/ShinpeiTakeda
http://bit.ly/CampusConexiones02
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S 

an Diego Mesa College’s 
Women’s Studies Advisory 
Committee, Women in Science 

Club and Women’s Alliance Club held 
a “Get Your Voice Heard” action booth 
event as part of the March Women’s 
History Month Events on March 14 in 
the Mesa Commons Quad. 
     “We decided to create a day where 
students could participate in 
democracy and basically get their 
voices heard and be civically 
engaged,” said Kimberly Lacher, 
Assistant Professor in English. “One of 
the reasons we decided to have this 
day is that after the election, 
sometimes it seems like the 
enthusiasm dies down, so it’s nice to 
keep the momentum going and keep 
students aware, engaged, and active 
in what’s going on.” 
     During the event, participants 
created political posters and wrote 
postcards and letters to President 
Donald Trump, Senators and 
Congress representatives about the 
issues they felt were important to 
them. 
     History Professor Gloria Kim, 
another member of the Women’s 
Studies Advisory Committee, said that 
the activism that has been taking 
place in the United States since last 
November was one of the main 
inspirations for this event.    

‘Get Your Voice Heard’ 

Encourages Students to 

Get Involved in Politics 

See Voices online 

Mesa’s Drama Department Performs 

Dark Comedy, ‘The Last Cyclist’  

S 
tudents from San Diego 
Mesa College’s Depart-
ment of Dramatic Arts  

performed Karel Švenk’s “The 
Last Cyclist” for two weekends in 
March. 

     Originally written as a cabaret 
by Švenk in 1943 while he was 
imprisoned during the Holocaust 
in the Terezín concentration 
camp near Prague, the play was 
reimagined by playwright Naomi 
Patz as a “play within a play.” 
Dramatic Arts professor George 
Yé said the bitter comedy is an 
“allegorical depiction of the Holo-
caust” where lunatics are pitted 
against cyclists as the Nazis sys-
tematically attacked the Jewish 
community. 

     “The play was adapted in 
1961 by Jana Šedová, the only 
known survivor of the original 
cast,” said Dramatic Arts Profes-
sor Kris Clark. “Šedová reportedly 
re-created the play from memory 
for a production at the avant-
garde Rokoko Theater in Pra-
gue.  More recently, the piece 
was ‘reconstructed and reimag-
ined’ by Naomi Patz, using Šedo-

vá’s notes and research that in-
cluded set and costume design 
from the concentration camp.” 

     “The Last Cyclist” was di-
rected by Clark, who saw the play 
performed in New York City four 
years ago and said that message 
“stuck” with her. In the current 
political climate, she feels that 
this play holds valuable lessons 
for today’s audiences. 

     “I thought it would be good 
material for the students, but it 
was also the power of the piece 
that drew me to it,” Clark said. 
“While the play's origins are WWII 
and the Holocaust, the piece ac-
tually speaks to all who have 
been oppressed because of the 
color of their skin, their choice of 
religion, or just because they are 
different from those around 
them. ‘The Last Cyclist’ speaks to 
the atrocity of oppression through 
an absurdist lens, so we find our-
selves laughing at harsh realities, 
it plays a bit with our psyche and 
brings the message to us from a 
different direction.”  

See Cyclist online 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/posts/San%20Diego%20Mesa%20College%20Named%20NKBA%20College%20of%20the%20Year%20for%202015.php
http://bit.ly/TheLastCyclist
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More than $1,200 was raised for the 
San Diego Mesa College Emergency 
Assistance Fund during the Veterans 
Advisory Committee’s Breakfast 
Social fundraiser on March 22. 
     If you couldn’t make it to the 
fundraiser and would like to make a 
donation, you can write a check to the 
San Diego Mesa College Foundation 
with the memo line “Emergency 
Assistance Fund for Veterans” and 
drop it off at A-104. For more 
information about the Breakfast Social 
or donating to the Fund, contact 
Veteran Counselor Ramiro Hernandez 
at rmhernan@sdccd.edu.  

Breakfast Social Raises 

Money to Support 

Mesa Student Veterans 

 Szeto to Sponsor “Scholarship Challenge” 

S 
an Diego Mesa College 
alumnus Alexander Dieu 
Szeto is sponsoring a 

“2017 Donation Challenge” for 
Mesa College, where he will gen-
erously match any and all dona-
tions up to $10,000 that Mesa 
receives between April 15—May 
15, 2017.  

Mr. Szeto was also unanimously 
chosen as the 2017 Distin-
guished Alumni, and will speak at 
the 2017 Mesa College Com-
mencement ceremony held at the 
USD Jenny Craig pavilion on May 
20th at 3:00pm. 

 

Vice Chancellor to Propose Parking Fee Increase at Board to Trustees  

S 
an Diego Community Col-
lege District Vice Chancellor 
of Facilities Management 

Chris Manis presented his parking 
fee proposal to students, faculty and 
staff at San Diego Mesa College on 
March 9. 
     If the Board approves the park-
ing proposal, fees for parking will 
increase from $35 to $40 per se-
mester for most permits, and there 
will be an increase from $20 to $25 
per semester for students who re-
ceived Financial Aid. Part of the 
proposal also includes an increase 
in the fine for parking violations from 
$35 to $50. 

     The carpool permit fee of $30 
per semester and the daily parking 
fee of $5 per day will remain the 
same under the new plan. There 
are currently 5 carpool spots availa-
ble on campus at Mesa College. 
     “Over the last eight years, cam-
pus improvements have created 
nine additional parking structures 
for a total of 1.5 million additional 
square feet of parking,” Manis said. 
“Regular sealing, paving, lighting, 
painting and pothole filling are 
needed to keep our lots safe and in 
compliance.” 
     Parking costs in community col-
leges in California are covered by 

the costs of parking permits and 
fines for parking violations, Manis 
said. He added that the current 
parking budget is $2.47 million with 
only $2.17 million in revenue, result-
ing in a $300,000 shortfall. The pro-
posed parking permit increase 
would help to close this gap. 
     Manis compared his proposed 
parking fee increase to California 
Education Code 76360, which 
states that student permits in the 
state cannot exceed $50 for regular 
permits, $30 for Financial Aid per-
mits and $35 for carpool permits per 
semester. 

See Parking online 

     Szeto graduated from Mesa 
College in 1982 with an Associ-
ate Degree in Math before earn-
ing a Bachelor of Science in Aer-
ospace Engineering from Cali-
fornia State Polytechnic Univer-
sity Pomona in 1985. He then 
moved onto San Diego State 
University, where he earned a 
Master of Science in Aerospace 
Engineering in 1991.  

     Currently working as a sys-
tems engineer manager at 
Northrop Grumman – where he 
has worked for the past 22 years 
– Szeto is not new to giving back 
to the Mesa community. His 
family started the Tony and Lido 
Szeto Family Scholarship, which 
will award $250 - $1,250 to one 
deserving Mesa student for the 
2017-2018 school year. 

     For more information about 
the Alex Szeto Scholarship 
Challenge, please visit  the Me-
sa Foundation webpage at 
www.sdmesa.edu/foundation or 
contact Jennifer Kearns at jnk-
earns@sdccd.edu.  

mailto:rmhernan@sdccd.edu
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=76360.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=76360.
http://bit.ly/SDCCDParking
mailto:jnkearns@sdccd.edu
mailto:jnkearns@sdccd.edu
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 Women’s History Month Celebrated with a Variety of Events at Mesa 

F 
or Women’s History Month in 
March, the students, faculty and 
staff at San Diego Mesa College 

celebrated with a wide array of events to 
highlight the international history of wom-
en, as well as the societal issues that 
many women feel are important.  
     Panels took place throughout the 
month on topics that ranged from femi-
nism as it pertains to the 2016 election to 
sex trafficking and everything in between. 
Dr. Maria Nieto Senour, Ph.D. gave a 
talk on “Centering Community, Culture 
and Social Justice in Education” on 
March 8 for the Sixth Annual Gracia Moli-
na de Pick Feminist Lecture Series. 
     The glass gallery display in the LRC 
held an exhibit on “Power and Femininity 
in African Art,” and the LRC’s foyer was 
home to a display on “Empowered Wom-
en in History.”  

See Women’s History online 

http://bit.ly/MesaWomensHistoryMonth2017
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 Community to Clean Up Tecolote Canyon at Annual Canyon Day Event 

Paul Lim Teaches Mesa College Students to File Income Taxes 

A 
s a part of the Fi-
nancial Literacy Se-
ries at San Diego 

Mesa College, Certified Fi-
nancial Planner Paul S. Lim 
taught a class to give stu-
dents tips on how to do their 
taxes during the Income 
Taxes Made Simple on 
March 14. 
     “There are a lot of pro-
fessionals and individuals 
who like to make the tax 
code more complicated than 
it has to be, so my goal in 
this class is to help to give 
you a framework so you can 
understand how the law 
works,” Lim said. 
     During his class, Lim 
taught students about what 
the tax bracket is and how it 
works, as well as how to fill 
out the 1040 Individual In-

come Tax Return form. One 
of the biggest pieces of ad-
vice that he gave was that 
unless you have kept all 
possible deductions on file – 
and those deductions ex-
ceed the standard deduc-
tion of $6,300 – it is best to 
claim the $6,300 in lieu of 
your individual deductions. 
     The April event in the 
Financial Literacy Series 
was Your Credit Score & 
You, where Chase Peck-
ham visited Mesa College to 
discuss credit scores and 
how they work. Peckham is 
the Director of Community 
Outreach for the San Diego 
Financial Literacy Center, 
overseeing educational con-
tent for the organization. 

See Finance online 

V 
olunteers from San Diego 
Mesa College and the sur-
rounding community will be 

returning to Tecolote Canyon on 
April 22 for the annual Canyon Day 
cleanup event. 

     Participating in this annual clean-
up event helps to protect the envi-
ronment in this sensitive ecosystem 
and rid the space of invasive spe-
cies that harm the natural flora and 
fauna of the canyon. 

     Tecolote Canyon, adjacent to the 
Mesa College campus, gets its 
name from the Spanish word for owl 
since both Great Horned and Barn 
owls can be found in the canyon. 
Made up from a combination of ma-
rine and non-marine sedimentary 
rock, it is the home of a variety of 
native plants and animals including 
black sage, white sage, rabbits, 
squirrels, bobcats, coyotes, toyon 
and oak trees. 

     On the 22nd, volunteers will meet 
at Mesa College Parking Lot #1 at 
8:30 to register, then walk to the 
canyon as a group. At 9:00am, Park 
Ranger Janice Lavallee will talk 
about safety, trash removal and in-
vasive plant species. 

     The cleanup will begin at 9:15 
with impromptu talks about the 
plants, animals and geology of 
Tecolote Canyon throughout the day 
from Mesa professors. Certificates  
of participation and refreshments will 
be provided from 12 to 1 p.m.  

     All volunteers are required to 
wear closed-toe shoes, asked to 
bring work gloves (other tools will be 
provided), and must sign a Mesa 
College/City of San Diego waiver 
form, which can be found online. 
Volunteers under 18 must have a 
waiver signed by a parent or guardi-
an (the event is not recommended 
for children under 10). Please RSVP 

on Facebook at: http://bit.ly/
CanyonDay2017.  
     To become a team leader for the 
volunteer efforts, contact Janice La-
vallee at jlavallee@sandiego.gov or 
(858) 581-9961. For more infor-
mation about Canyon Day, vis-
it www.sdmesa.edu/CanyonDay or 
contact Director of Communications 
Jennifer Kearns via email at jnk-
earns@sdccd.edu. 

http://bit.ly/TheLastCyclist
http://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/office-of-communications/community/canyon-day/documents/San%20Diego%20Mesa%20College%20Canyon%20Day%20Volunteer%20Waiver%20Form%202017%20-%20Fillable.pdf
http://bit.ly/CanyonDay2017
http://bit.ly/CanyonDay2017
mailto:jlavallee@sandiego.gov
http://www.sdmesa.edu/CanyonDay
mailto:jnkearns@sdccd.edu
mailto:jnkearns@sdccd.edu
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 New Hires at Mesa College Welcome to the Mesa Family!  

DEAN  

 Dr. Bridget Herrin   Associate Dean of Research & Planning  

FACULTY  

 Janue Seaton   Professional Learning Coordinator  

CLASSIFIED STAFF  

 Elizabeth Jones   Student Services Assistant  

 Vanndaro Chhum   Student Services Assistant  

 Anthony Alfuente   Senior Accounting Technician  
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A Taste of Mesa: Thursday, April 6 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Mesa College will hold a fundraiser in the new 
Culinary Outlook in Mesa Commons. Current students, friends, alumni and foodies will enjoy international 
cuisine stations, a food-themed silent auction, light jazz music and a “Chopped” style cook-off. Tickets are 
available online for the price of $25 for students, $50 for general admission and $125 for VIP tickets. For more 
information and to buy tickets, visit sdmesa.edu/TasteofMesa. All proceeds benefit the culinary arts program at 
Mesa College. 

 
STEM Lecture Series: Life in the Universe -  the Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence: Thursday, April 6 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in G-101. Guest lecturer Dr. Shelly Wright, Astronomy professor from UC San Diego Center 
for Astrophysics and Space Sciences, will speak about the scientific search for extraterrestrial intelligence. See 
STEM online. 

 
Earth Day Fair: April 19 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Mesa Commons Quad. Please join the campus for Earth 
Day on April 19 as a way to celebrate sustainability and foster responsibility for the planet and campus. There 
will be opportunity drawing prizes and giveaways. For more information, email Taj George at 
tgeorge@sdccd.edu. 

 
Job & Internship Search Workshop: Thursday, April 20 from 10 to 11 a.m. in I4-306. Learn tips on 
searching for and securing a job or internship. See Job Search online.  

 
Mesa Outreach Information Night: Thursday, April 20 from 6 to 8 p.m. Find out about Mesa College 
Programs like Financial Aid, EOPS, Transfer, DSPS and Cruise. Dinner and refreshments will be provided while 
supplies last. See Outreach Night online. 

 
Canyon Day: Saturday, April 22 from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Help clean up the Tecolote Canyon next to Mesa 
College during this fun and free community service event. Volunteers will receive refreshments, t-shirts (while 
they last) and a certificate of participation. Children 10+ are welcome and must be accompanied by a parent or 
guardian. To RSVP, visit sdmesa.edu/CanyonDay. 
 
Financial Literacy Series: Introduction to Investments: Tuesday, April 25 from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in 

LRC 435.  Guest Lecturer Paul Lim returns to Mesa for a talk on wise investment. See Finance online. 

The SDCCD is governed by its Board of Trustees. No oral or written representation is binding on the 

San Diego Community College District without the express approval of the Board of Trustees. 
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