
Jumpstart a Whopping Success 

350+ students and their families, 80 faculty and staff 
volunteers, and 60+ student performers took part in 
“Saturday on the Mesa: Jumpstart Your Success” on Feb. 27. 
Mesa’s facilities staff had the campus sparkling for the full 
day of workshops and activities aimed at preparing 
prospective students for college life.  
    Student Services staff and faculty members held 46 
workshops focused on topics such as how to prepare for 
assessment tests, apply for Financial Aid, make an educational 
plan, and transfer to a university. Faculty members discussed 
Mesa’s degree and certificate programs in STEM fields, Ethnic 
Studies, Humanities and more, including hands-on activities 
and demonstrations such as extracting DNA from 
strawberries. Attendees also learned about the wide range of 
courses and tutoring options available to Mesa students. 
     Mesa Student Ambassadors and Peer Navigators led tours 
of the campus throughout the day. During the lunch break, 
student actors, musicians, and dancers  entertained attendees 
with a variety of performances. Additionally, four $250 
scholarships – along with other giveaways – were awarded to 
participants in opportunity drawings. 
     “Jumpstart gave me the chance to visit the campus and 
meet some of the people who work here,” said Mission Bay 
High School student Alfredo Perez, one of the scholarship 
winners. “It’s comforting knowing that everyone here 
supports each other. I’m definitely going to be coming here in 
the fall.” 
     The event was organized and made possible by VP of 
Student Services Ashanti Hands, Acting Dean of Student 
Affairs Genevieve Esguerra, Karla Trutna, Taj Krumholz, Lina 
Heil, Anabel Pulido, Monica Romero, Susan Topham, Larry 
Maxey, Eddie Arteaga, and faculty and staff volunteers. 
Thanks for making the event a memorable experience for 
prospective students and their families. 
     Check out photos from the event here!  

WELCOME TO MESA E-NEWS, the monthly e-zine of college-wide events, activities and news. 

For daily news and events, follow us at www.facebook.com/sandiegomesacollege.  

https://storify.com/sdmesa/san-diego-mesa-college-jumpstart#publicize
http://www.facebook.com/sandiegomesacollege


Women’s Water Polo Honored 
 
 

Mesa’s Women’s Water Polo team was honored Friday, 
February 19 for their 2015 season that culminated in a state 
championship, a 10-0 conference record, and a 28-3 overall 
record. The ceremony took place in the Mesa Gym, with head 
coach Jim Fegan welcoming guests and introducing the team.  
     Dave Evans, Athletic Director and Dean of Health 
Education, Dance and Athletics congratulated the team on 
their milestone achievement, which was the ninth state 
championship in Mesa College history and the first Women’s 
Water Polo state championship for not just Mesa, but any San 
Diego area community college. 
     President Pamela Luster highlighted the remarkable job the 
Women’s Water Polo student athletes did, speaking of the 
ability to juggle athletics and academics while still maintaining 
an elite level of competition.  
     “We had girls who were working and playing, girls who 
were taking organic chemistry, studying on deck before and 
after games,” said attacker Cassie Bernas of being a student 
athlete. “We really came together and helped each other. It 
was a great achievement for all of us and the program.” 
     District 6 Representative Chris Cate joined Luster to unveil 
the Championship banner along the wall of the Gym. Cate 
presented a proclamation from the San Diego City Council to 
the team for their accomplishments. 

Mesa Interior Design student Ifat Galante was among ten 
students honored at the National Kitchen and Bath 
Association’s (NKBA) Design Competition awards ceremony on 
January 18 at the Marquee Nightclub in Las Vegas, NV.  
     Galante received Honorable Mention in the kitchen design 
category for her design of a home built in East Tennessee. The 
competition featured the work of student designers from all 
over the United States and Canada and was judged by a panel 
of NKBA-certified industry experts.  
     Mesa College, along with the school’s NKBA Program 
Coordinator Holly Hodnick, was also recognized by the NKBA 
for being one of the top Interior Design programs in the 
annual Excellence in Education Awards. Each year, all NKBA-
accredited programs submit two examples of student work 
which are then scored by nationally recognized designers and 
educators. Mesa’s program was one of nine in the nation to 
score 90 percentage points or higher. 

Interior Design Student Awarded 



Internationally-renowned spray paint artist Chor Boogie 
presented The Ultimate Sacrifice, artwork from his series The 
Divided States of America at the Mesa College Art Gallery on 
Thursday, February 11. The exhibition featured six large scale 
paintings and two sculptures, aimed at highlighting the 
tension in America surrounding issues such as immigration, 
energy, foreign policy, race, and class.  
     Prior to the exhibit, Chor Boogie held a live demonstration. 
Students were allowed to add their own personal touch to a 
large canvas suspended in front of the Art Gallery. Afterward, 
Chor added his own artwork to the canvas that incorporated 
the student’s additions.  

Chor Boogie: The Ultimate Sacrifice 

Mesa celebrated Black History Month with an array of exciting 
and engaging events both on and off-campus.  
     In addition to the Chor Boogie’s art exhibition and 
demonstration, the college hosted its first Rosa Park Libation 
and Appreciation Ceremony (next page). Events also included 
film/documentary screenings, an open mic poetry event, 
student discussion groups, and a lunchtime social allowing 
students to talk about diversity, inclusion, and equity.  

Mesa Celebrates Black History Month 

ASG president Igor Burgos Maron represented Mesa at the 
Community College League of California (CCLC) from Jan. 30-
Feb. 1 in Sacramento. He and the rest of the SDCCD delegation 
met with Senators and Assembly members and raised 
important questions centered on higher education. 
     “It means a lot to be part of this conference, being a 
student,” said Igor, pictured left with Assemblywoman Shirley 
Weber. “Not only did we get to learn about important 
state legislative matters, but we also got to connect to our 
board of trustees and some of our state legislators.” 

Mesa Represented at CCLC 

Mesa’s student clubs and organizations tabled in force for two 
days beginning Feb. 10, collecting over 250 emails from 
interested students. The Student Veteran’s Organization, 
French Club, Anthropology Club, and Honors Club were 
among the 19 clubs to set up booths along the Mesa 
Promenade. Prospective members got a chance to learn more 
about each club and apply for membership. Additionally, three 
new clubs registered this semester.  

Strong Turnout at Club Rush 



On February 4, Black Studies professors Thekima Mayasa and 
Candace Katungi led a special Libation and Appreciation 
Ceremony to commemorate Rosa Parks’ 103rd birthday. The 
libation ceremony – a ritual pouring of a liquid as an offering 
to a god or spirit, or in memory of those who have died – 
involved pouring water into the rose vessel at the Rosa Parks 
Transit Center built in 2010 to commemorate Mrs. Parks’ 
relationship and visits to Mesa College in the 1990s. 
     “One of the aspects of the African tradition is honoring our 
ancestors with everything that we begin,” said Mayasa during 
the ceremony to Mesa students, staff, faculty, and media. “I 
think it’s most appropriate as the semester begins, in our first 
two weeks, that we give honor and respect to this amazing 
woman who had the courage to make a difference.” 
     “Rosa Parks did so much for civil rights,” said student Deka 
Gedleh. “To be able to acknowledge her during Black history 
month means a lot.” 

Mesa Celebrates Rosa Parks 

The Spring 2016 Financial Aid Fair took place Tuesday, 
February 23. Hundreds of students stopped by the Student 
Services Plaza to learn more about the services and 
information available to them, as well as take part in the free 
lunch and activities.  
     Split between a morning and afternoon session, students 
had the opportunity to learn about Financial Aid, Counseling, 
the Career and Transfer Centers, Health Services, DSPS, and 
more. There were also opportunity drawings, activities, and 
free food.  

Questions Answered at Financial Aid Fair 

Black Studies professor emeritus Starla Lewis closed out the 
popular The History and the Hair: 400 Years Without a Comb 
exhibit with Hairitage: I ♥ Me Naturally, an experiential 
presentation on Sat., March 5 at the California Center for the 
Arts Escondido.  
     This presentation discusses how hair movements of the 
1960s laid foundations for self-love, cultural acceptance, and 
community pride. For more information, click here. 

“Hairitage” Closes Out Hair Exhibit  

http://artcenter.org/event/hairitage-i-%E2%99%A5-me-naturally/


5 

On Friday, Feb. 12, members of Mesa’s Student Veteran 
Organization (SVO) helped renovate the front yard of a home 
in Imperial beach with Habitat for Humanity San Diego’s 
Neighborhood Revitalization Program.  
     “Habitat for Humanity has a heart for veterans and have 
rebuilt homes and provided homes for veterans that qualify,” 
said student veteran Juan Ortiz-Romero. “Their altruism and 
energy match with our goals and motives, so we chose to 
support and help out their cause as it advances the quality of 
life for veterans and the community alike.” 
     Mesa SVO members helped with landscaping around the 
home. The resident of the home was thrilled with the work 
Mesa’s SVO did.  
 

Student Vets Renovate Home 

Mesa’s 19 newly hired or promoted Student Services staff, 
managers, and administrators were celebrated on Feb. 26.  
     “Together, we will provide pathways that inspire, engage 
and empower our diverse students to learn and succeed!” 
said VP/Student Services Ashanti Hands. See below for the 
entire list of new hires/new positions! 

New Student Services Staff Reception 

Johanna Aleman Student Services Technician  Student Success & Equity 

Ginger Davis Student Services Technician  Evaluations 

Genevieve Esguerra Acting Dean of Student Affairs Student Affairs 

Claudia Estrada  Supervisor Career/Transfer/Evaluations 

Ashanti Hands Vice President Student Services 

Helena Hubbard Sr SSA Admissions 
Trung Hyunh  SSA Admissions 

Amy Myers  SSA Admissions 

Claudia Perkins Acting Disciplinary Officer Student Affairs 

Adriana Rivas Sandoval Student Services Technician  Counseling 
Agustin Rivera Jr.   Student Success Support Officer Title V 

Lilibeth Rodriguez SSA Financial Aid 

Jennifer Roachford  SSA Admissions 

Vang Thao Student Services Technician  Counseling 

Karla Trutna 
Student Services Technician 
Acting Outreach Coordinator 

Outreach 

Pahua Vang Senior Secretary Student Success and Equity 

Amy Bettinger Student Services Assistant Testing 

Dulce Carolina Lopez Sr. Student Services Asst Admissions 

Paula Jayne Willis-Clark Student Services Assistant Admissions 



The SDCCD is governed by its Board of Trustees. No oral or written representation is binding on the San Diego Community 

College District without the express approval of the Board of Trustees. 

Stay Informed and Engaged 
• Shared governance committee agendas, minutes and reports can be found at 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/governance/committees. 
• Missed Prez Pam’s First Monday on the Mesa? You can find all postings here.  
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lheil@sdccd.edu. Be sure to provide all specifics, and please limit your copy to 100 words or less. Editor: Lina 
Heil, Editorial Assistant: Conner Russell. Photos: Anabel Pulido and Neeko David.  
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Looking for a yummy gift or way to congratulate a colleague? The 
Culinary Arts/Culinary Management department recently 
announced gift cards for sale at MFusion. The gift cards can be used 
at MFusion (H-105), the Gourmet Bistro during fall semester, and 
baked goods offered for sale  in room H-105. The minimum amount 
is $10 with no maximum. Give the gift of great food on campus!  

Culinary Arts Gift Cards 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/governance/committees
http://sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/presidents-page/updates/first-monday-on-the-mesa-2-2-15/

