
Mesa Students Win Business Plan Pitch 

Competition 
 
 

     Mesa Business students and recent grads Tyler Aloe and 
Celine Ahearn took first place in the statewide “Get a Taste of 
Success” business plan pitch competition on June 19. Aloe 
and Ahearn were one of three teams throughout California to 
make it to the finals, which were held at the Small Business 
Summit in Sacramento, CA.  
     The two presented “Take ‘N’ Charge”, which provides 
strategically-placed kiosks where mobile device users can rent 
a pre-charged power bank for smartphones and tablets. Aloe 
and Ahearn won $2,000 and a special business marketing and 
service package to help promote and launch “Take ‘N’ 
Charge”. In addition to their first place prizes, Aloe and Ahearn 
caught the attention of potential investors.  
     “Take ‘N’ Charge is a great concept, and Ty and Celine have 
the determination to make it a successful venture,” said Mesa 
Business Professor and mentor Howard Eskew.  
     See more about “Take ‘N’ Charge” here. 
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Fashion Students take Best of Class, 

Best of Show at SD County Fair 
 
 

     Mesa’s Fashion Program turned plenty of heads at the 
2015 San Diego County Fair’s Student Showcase. Five 
students from Mesa won Best of Class ribbons, with four of 
those students going on to win Best of Show recognition. 
Mesa’s ribbon winners were presented their awards at the 
Special Awards Reception on June 20, but didn’t stop there. A 
group of Mesa Fashion program students put on 
“Tomorrowland”, a special show that took place at the fair on 
June 28.  
     Congratulations to our winners: Stephanie Castro, Fashion 
Design; Jenivive Bernbeck, Fashion Illustration; Alicia 
Overturf, Textile Design; Brandon Hatfield, Textile Design; 
Stephanie Castro, Theatrical/Costume Design; Susana Guillen, 
Group Fashion Presentation and Marketing. 
     See more on the Fashion Program Facebook page. 

http://www.takencharge.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/San-Diego-Mesa-College-Fashion-Program/141928058817


Student Veteran Receives Military 

Heroes Award 
 
 

Mario Romero, one of Mesa’s approximately 2,000 active 
duty or veteran students, was presented the ABC10 News 
Salute to Military Heroes Award by ABC10 news on June 
16th. Romero, who accepted the award in front of the 
Veteran Resource Center, was recognized for his active role in 
the community, in the classroom, and as a veteran. Mario’s 
interview aired Thursday, June 26. Check it out here!  

Remembering San Diego Servicemen 

and Women with Lisa Shapiro 
 
 

     Mesa business professor and war literature researcher Lisa 
Shapiro was featured in UT San Diego again for her ongoing 
work on the World War II Servicemen’s Correspondence 
Collection. Shapiro recently finished reading each of the 5,000 
letters in the collection, which consist of correspondence 
between servicemen and women and their friends and 
families back home. 
     “Reading those letters now gives us a unique look into the 
thoughts and feelings of the young men and women who 
fought in World War II,” said Shapiro. “They kept young men 
and women connected to their campus and their campus 
became a home base for them. We have a lot to learn from 
that, because Mesa is a home base for a lot of veterans 
today.” 
     This connection has become a focal point for further 
research. Shapiro is now working on a book about the 
collection which aims to capture the perspective of World War 
II from the lens of San Diego students fighting everywhere 
from Pearl Harbor to D-Day. 

Four Mesa Students Receive Encore 

Capital Group Scholarships 
 
 

     Mesa students Russell Kuoch, Najah Ahmed, Cynthia 
Macias, and Mario Romero (who was recently awarded the 
ABC10 News Salute to Military Heroes Award) were among 
124 students nationwide to be awarded $1,000 scholarships 
by the Encore Capital Group community college scholarship 
program. The scholarships are part of a partnership between 
Encore and Mesa and support students as they work to obtain 
advanced degrees. Check out the press release here. 

http://www.10news.com/news/military
http://www.encorecapital.com/?press-release=four-local-students-win-encore-capital-group-scholarships-to-attend-san-diego-mesa-college-in-san-diego


Olympian Ballcap Spotted  Abroad 

 
 
 

      

HEIT Program Receives 2015 CHIA HIIM 

Program Grant 
 
 

     Mesa’s Health Information Technology (HIT) Program was 
awarded the California Health Information Association (CHIA) 
Health Informatics and Information Management (HIIM) 
Program Grant of $2,500. The grant will allow Mesa’s Health 
Information Technology Program, which will expand into the 
historic Health Information Management baccalaureate 
program this Fall, to purchase 35 Registered Health 
Information Technician (RHIT) exam review guidebooks.  
     Mesa’s HIT Program director Connie Renda was on hand to 
accept the award at the CHIA Convention and Exhibit from 
June 7-10 in Palm Springs, CA. This marks the second 
consecutive year that Mesa has been awarded the HIIM 
Program Grant.  

Summer Chicana/o Studies Class 

Meets Famed Muralist 
 
 

One of Mesa’s Summer Chicana/o Studies classes got to meet 
and listen to famed activist, painter, graphic designer, and 
master muralist Victor Ochoa on June 19 at the Centro 
Cultural de la Raza in Balboa Park. Ochoa had previously 
taught classes at Grossmont, UCSD, and Mesa before retiring 
last year. What’s your class up to this summer? Let us know if 
you’re doing something cool! (x2759) 

  

After receiving the distinction of 2015 Distinguished Alumna, 
District Judge Anthony Battaglia lost no time sporting the 
Mesa colors, in Sicily, no less. Here he is with his wife the 
Valley of the Temples, Agrigento, Sicily.  Send us a shot of you 
wearing the Mesa colors and we’ll post it in the eNews! 

  



The SDCCD is governed by its Board of Trustees. No oral or written representation is binding on the San Diego Community 

College District without the express approval of the Board of Trustees. 

Stay Informed and Engaged 

• Reminder:  
• Shared governance committee agendas, minutes and 

reports can be found at 
http://www.sdmesa.edu/governance/committees. 

• Missed Prez Pam’s First Monday on the Mesa? You can 
find all postings here.  

• This year, the Mesa Foundation will be offering $18,000 
in mini-grants for projects, events, and classroom 
technology. For more info, contact Anne Zacovic. 
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Kudos 
 
 

• Happy retirement to Jill Jansen from DSPS and Pedro 
Olvera from EOPS! 

• To advanced art student Nazli Gasshemi, whose art reviews 
were published on the art blog Hyperallergic. Gasshemi 
visited New York and reviewed artwork of her friends for an 
advanced art class assignment. Read the review here. 

• To Ron Ontell, who generously donated his services in 
sharpening scissors and helping out in the Fashion 
Program. Thanks to him, the Fashion Program has sharp 
scissors as they look forward to their study abroad trip to 
the Jean Paul Gaultier Exhibit and Picasso Museum. 

• To the Student Services facilities crew – Arlene, Cynthia, 
and Noralou Montesa – who keep the Student Services 
Building looking great! In addition to being nominated for 
Mesa’s Unsung Heroes Award, the Montesa sisters 
recently purchased fabric from the Philippines and hand-
made matching, professional outfits. Thanks for all your 
hard work!  

 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/governance/committees
http://sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/presidents-page/updates/first-monday-on-the-mesa-2-2-15/
http://hyperallergic.com/210469/the-maximalist-world-of-a-collective-art-dream/

