
Mesa Makes History 
 
 

Mesa made history on August 25 as it started classes with a 
sparkling cider toast to the first 32 students who will be 
able to access a bachelor’s degree at the college. 
     “Today is special and it’s a unique activity we are having 
this morning,” said President Pamela Luster to students 
enrolled in the introductory class for the health 
information technology degree program, noting that this 
was probably the first time that a college class was greeted 
with a sparkling cider toast. 
     “This is a point in history,” she said. 
     Mesa is the first of 15 community colleges in California 
to launch a bachelor’s degree program. The four-year 
health information management degree builds on Mesa’s 
current two-year degree in health information technology, 
which has been offered since 1963.  
     “Other colleges will be looking at our college as a role 
model for how do you select a program, how do you 
develop a program and how do you welcome students into 
a program,” said Dean of Health Services and Public 
Services Margie Fritch. 
     The state pilot programs have an enrollment limit of 32 
students each junior year. Junior level enrollment 
opportunities to qualified professionals and two-year 
graduates will begin in the Spring of 2016, with junior 
classes offered the following fall.  
     “I just want to say how lucky we are to have access to a 
4-year degree that we can all afford… and where they care 
so much about students,” second-year student Alexis 
Castro told her peers. Alexis, who thought a 4-year degree 
was beyond her reach, said she plans to enroll in the 
bachelor’s program as soon as she qualifies.  
     See more pictures of this event here. 

 
 

WELCOME TO MESA E-NEWS, the monthly e-zine of college-wide events, activities and news. 

For daily news and events, follow us on facebook at facebook.com/sandiegomesacollege 

Here’s more: 
● Read the UT San Diego article 
here. 
● Read the KPBS articles here 
and here. 
● Read the Fox5 article here and 
watch the video here. 
● Watch the San Diego 6 video 
here.  
● For a video of this event, click 
here. 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1021669057865236.1073742030.132173396814811&type=3
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/2015/aug/25/mesa-starts-bachelors-programs/
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2015/aug/25/mesa-college-bachelors-program-welcomes-new-freshm/
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2015/aug/26/4-year-degree-pilot-program-gets-underway-san-dieg/
http://fox5sandiego.com/2015/08/24/fall-semester-begins-at-sdsu-community-colleges/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2KzmtnZWcZg
http://www.sandiego6.com/news/local/Fall-semester-begins-for-San-Diego-college-students.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-AiXDghnWWs


Big Turnout for Convocation 
 
 

     Mesa College faculty and staff kicked off the new semester 
in a big way at the 2015 Fall Convocation on August 20. SDCCD 
Chancellor Constance M. Carroll, who announced $80.1 
million in additional funding for new hires and salary 
increases, and Mesa President Pamela Luster welcomed 
faculty and staff. 
     Convocation gave participants a chance to look back at the 
2014-2015 school year with a highlight video recapping an 
exciting year of firsts for Mesa, as well as discuss plans for the 
upcoming school year. Attendees also got an inside look at the 
new Mesa website coming in September.  

Ice Cream Social Brings Together New 

Honors Students 
 
 

     Over 80 prospective Honors students gathered at Mesa 
College for the 2015 Honors Ice Cream Social on August 10. 
Vice President of Instruction Tim McGrath was joined by Vice 
President of Student Services Julianna Barnes and Dean of 
Humanities Andrew MacNeill to welcome students to both 
the Honors Program and Mesa College as a whole. Students 
also learned about the transfer benefits of being an Honors 
student from a presentation by Naomi Grisham, transfer 
center director at Miramar College. 
     "When people think about Honors, they think about the 
academic side of it,” said Honors Club president Sandra Perez. 
“They don't think about the community of Honors Students 
willing to help each other succeed. That's what we are here 
for." 

Success Shuttle 
     New this semester was the Success Shuttle. For the first 
two weeks of the semester, students were allowed to park in 
the Kearny Mesa High School parking lot and take a shuttle to 
the Mesa campus. The Shuttle was packed and a welcome 
relief from trying to find parking in the main lots.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=60LIWO3f8VE


Fall Semester Kicks Off 
 
 

     Approximately 24,000 students were welcomed back to 
Mesa from August 24-27 for the start of the Fall 2015 
semester. Despite an unexpected rainstorm on Tuesday, the 
semester started off well. 
     New and returning students were greeted with a variety of 
Welcome Week events. Informational booths were setup in 
the M+S Circle to direct students to their classes and answer 
their questions, as well as learn more about campus resources 
such as Financial Aid and ASG.  
     Students were able to enter into giveaways and receive 
information from vendors including MTS, Jersey Mike’s, FM 
94.9, and Union Bank. Students, faculty, and staff also left 
notes of support and inspirational quotes for on another at 
the Mesa Messages booth, dedicated to creating an 
environment of success for everyone.  
     Parking was tough as always, but some students took 
advantage of the new Success Shuttle to avoid having to park 
on campus. See page # for more info on the shuttle! 
     It was also an historic start to the semester with the first 
cohort of the new Health Information Management 
baccalaureate degree starting classes.  
     For more photos of Welcome Week, click here. 

Mesa Chemistry Professor Ed Alexander 

Among Nation’s Top Scientists 
     Congratulations to chemistry professor Dr. Edward 
Alexander, who was one of 78 distinguished scientists named 
as a 2015 ACS Fellow by the American Chemical Association. 
Alexander is the only community college professor in the 
nation to receive this distinction, and one of only four 
selected from California.  
     Alexander was recognized for his significant contributions 
to the field of organic photochemistry and in the synthesis 
and properties of organic small-ring compounds. Additionally, 
Alexander has mentored hundreds of minority students as 
director of Mesa’s Bridges to Baccalaureate program. 
He is pictured here with ACS President Dr. Thomas J. Barton. 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1021218277910314.1073742028.132173396814811&type=3


Stuff on New Faculty Institute and who new faculty are 

Three weeks before the start of fall semester, 77 
international students from countries across the globe 
got an introduction to college life, and daily life in the US 
and San Diego, at San Diego Mesa College. 
    Twenty-eight students -- 37 percent of the incoming 
cohort -- come from three countries, Korea, 11, Vietnam 
9, and Brazil, 8. The other 49 students come from 23 
countries, broken down as follows: Canada, 5, China, 5, 
Egypt, 2, Japan 3, Kuwait, 2, Mexico 4, Norway, 2, Russia, 
2, Saudi Arabia, 2, Taiwan, 3, with Albania, Austria, 
Botswana, Colombia, France, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, 
Morocco, Poland, Serbia, Syria, Ukraine, United Arab 
Emirates, United Kingdom and Yemen are all represented 
by one student.  
     Each year, Mesa College welcomes about 125 
international students representing dozens of countries. 
All incoming international students are required to 
attend the three-day orientation session. 
  

Welcome International Students! 

Radiology Pins 21 Graduates 
Twenty-one newly minted graduates of the San Diego 
Mesa College Radiologic Technology Program were 
honored at a special pinning ceremony at 5:30 p.m., 
Friday, August 7, at Mesa College. The ceremonial 
pinning is held each August and marks the completion of 
the rigorous, 24-month program and 1,850 hours of 
clinical practice.   
     Mesa College program graduates, which number 20 to 
25 students each year, have an outstanding record of 
success. For the last five years, nearly 100 percent of 
Mesa graduates went on to pass the ARRT National 
Registry Exam, which is required in order to seek 
employment, and 100 percent have been hired within six 
months.  
     Program director Christy Foster Bollman points out 
that this year’s students also had the opportunity to take 
newly offered classes in mammography and computed 
tomagraphy.  
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16 New Faculty Welcomed  
 
 

This semester, the New Faculty Institute welcomed 
16 new faces to Mesa College:  
     SK Sharma, Chemistry; Laura Collins, Dental 
Assisting; Irena Stojimirovic, Astronomy; Candace 
Katungi, Black Studies; Tara Maciel, Accounting; 
Gloria Kim, History; Michael Cox, History; Melissa 
Williams, DSPS Counselor; Amber Alatorre, General 
Counselor; Nicholas DeMeo, General Counselor; 
Ramiro Hernandez, General Counselor; Raul 
Rodriguez, General Counselor; Dr. Rachel Russell, 
GIS; Brian Lesson, Hospitality; Ida R. Cross, Child 
Development Center; and Stormy Miller, DSPS 
Counselor. 
     The new faculty members began their year-long 
orientation within the New Faculty Institute, where 
they will learn about Mesa and campus life, gain 
support and networking opportunities, and get a 
50,000-ft. view of the community college system.  
     The first team-building activity took place August 
17, with the new group coming together to make 
lunch with the help of the Culinary Arts department. 

Mesa Alum Stars in Straight Outta 

Compton 
     Actor and Mesa alum Sky Soleil was featured in UT San 
Diego for his roll in the major box office hit “Straight Outta 
Compton”. Soleil, who began his acting career at Mesa after a 
tumultuous youth, plays a police officer in film. Read the 
article here. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/2015/aug/31/sky-soleil-outta-compton-drug-addict-actor-cbs-cnn/


The SDCCD is governed by its Board of Trustees. No oral or written representation is binding on the San Diego Community 

College District without the express approval of the Board of Trustees. 

Stay Informed and Engaged 
• Reminder:  
• Shared governance committee agendas, minutes and reports can be found at 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/governance/committees. 
• Missed Prez Pam’s First Monday on the Mesa? You can find all postings here.  
• The Campus Employee Development (CED) Taskforce invites you to the first Mesa READS 

Book  Club event of the year. To sign up, send an email to mesaproyectoexito@sdccd.edu. For 
more information, visit bit.ly/MesaBookClub  

 

Mesa eNews is published by Mesa Communications Services. To add information items, e-
mail lheil@sdccd.edu. Be sure to provide all specifics, and please limit your copy to 100 words 
or less. Editor: Lina Heil, Editorial Assistant: Conner Russell. Photos: Anabel Pulido and Conner 
Russell. 

Kudos… 
 
 

● Mesa ASG President Igor Burgon Maron was sworn in as 
SDCCD Student Trustee for Mesa College on August 27.  
●…to Mesa counselor/professor Guadalupe Gonzalez, who 
was appointed to the San Diego County Board of Education. 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/governance/committees
http://sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/presidents-page/updates/first-monday-on-the-mesa-2-2-15/
mailto:mesaproyectoexito@sdccd.edu

