
San Diego Mesa College One of 15 CCs to Offer Four-Year Degree 
 
 

Mesa is starting off the Spring 2015 semester in a huge way with the announcement that its 
proposal to offer a Bachelor’s Degree in Health Information Management was among those 
selected by the state of California. Thanks to a new law, Senate Bill 805, authored by Senator Marty 
Block and championed by SDCCD Chancellor Constance Carroll, Mesa will be among 15 community 
colleges throughout the state of California selected to begin offering a four-year degree as early as 
Fall 2015 under the state’s historic Baccalaureate Degree Pilot Program. A final vote by the 
California Community Colleges Board of Governors affirming the selection will take place in March. 
      “We are proud that one of our 
colleges will be in the vanguard of 
this innovative movement to 
address the region’s workforce 
preparation needs through high-
quality instruction,” Chancellor 
Carroll said.  
    These sentiments are echoed by 
Mesa president Pamela Luster: 
“There is a robust labor market 
need for medical records 
managers. We have tremendous 
student demand, superior faculty, 
and overwhelming support from 
our healthcare industry partners 
who stand ready to employ our 
graduates.” 
     At Spring Convocation (see page 2), President Luster credited the team behind the winning 
proposal. They are:  Connie Renda, Asst. Professor and Program Director, Mesa College Health 
Information Technology Program; Mesa College Health Information Technology Advisory Board --
representing all major healthy care systems in San Diego Region; Margie Fritch, Dean, Mesa College 
School of Health Sciences  and Public Services; Tim McGrath, J.D., Mesa College VP/Instruction; Lynn 
Neault, Ed.D., SDCCD Vice Chancellor of Student Services, and Shelly Hess, Ed.D., SDCCD Interim 
Vice Chancellor, Instruction 
   Mesa’s baccalaureate program will be offered through the School of Health Sciences and Public 
Services. Classes will be held in the state-of-the-art Allied Health Education and Training Facility (the 
S Building). The college has worked in collaboration with its healthcare industry partners to secure 
clinical placement sites to support the program requirements.  
   The first freshman class will be welcomed in Fall 2015, with much of the curricula and planning 
being done this spring. More details  on the new degree program can be found here. 
 

Asst. Professor Connie Renda works with students in the existing 
two-year HIT program, which has been in place for more than 
40 years. 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/news/announcements/faqs-about-mesas-new-4-year-degree/


Convocation Welcomes Olympians to 51st  Year of Teaching & Learning 
Faculty and staff gathered to break bread and kick 
off Spring Semester 2015 together. We heard 
updates on facilities, enrollment, new faculty, new 
assignments, our new website and much more. In 
her First Monday on the Mesa, Prez Pam extended 
a “hearty thanks to the folks in the President ’s 
Office, the Office of Communications, and IT staff 
for helping us carry out this event, and to all of our 
presenters.” To see the PowerPoint presentation 
click here , and to read the full First Monday on the 
Mesa, click here 
 

New on Campus: About 300 Parking Spaces and an English Village! 
Dare we even say it? Did it really seem like traffic and 
parking wasn’t AS BAD this semester? With VP Rachelle 
Agatha and our facilities and construction crews working on 
a tight schedule, they completed the removal of  “Modville” 
and the addition of nearly 300 parking spaces. Some of the 
removed modular buildings were added to the T Buildings 
(below the LRC), and presto: we created the seven-building 
English Village (EV), providing a home for one of our most 
impacted programs. Tea, anyone? 

Meet Your Shared Governance Leadership Team 
Shared governance at Mesa 
College involves faculty, students 
and staff in the development of 
solutions to key policy and budget 
issues. Mesa’s shared governance 
leaders are (l-r) are Prof. Terry 
Kohlenberg, President, Academic 
Senate 

Angela Liewen, President, Classified Senate, Jesus M Escudero, IV, President, Associated 
Students Government, and Prof. Jennifer Cost, Chair of Chairs. Click on the links to connect to 
their respective websites and reports. Thanks for all you do! 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/01/assets/File/president/SpringConvocation2015.pdf
http://sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/presidents-page/updates/first-monday-on-the-mesa-2-2-15/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/


State-of-the-Art Social/Behavioral Sciences Building Opens 
 
 

A crowd of over 150 enthusiastic faculty, staff, students, and construction and SDCCD representatives 
turned out Wednesday, Feb. 11th for the ceremonial ribbon cutting of the three-story, 73,714-
square-foot building. In a record move, faculty and staff moved into the $1.5 billion  building over a 
single weekend in the middle of fall semester, and was immediately embraced by students.  
    Funded by Proposition S, the $40.5 million building includes “smart” classrooms, as well as 
laboratory spaces for the school’s  Psychology, Anthropology, and Geography programs, as well as 
Health and Communications Studies classrooms and studios. 
     Maria Nieto Senour, President, SDCCD Board of Trustees 
remarked, “This building is a really important one. It’s going to 
support academic disciplines that are at the heart of the social 
services that our community and our government provide for 
residents…it also houses other disciplines that are pertinent to the 
humanities and the understanding of the fundamental principles of 
human behavior and history.” 
   “It is inspiring to watch the transformation of Mesa College,” said 
Mesa College President Pamela T. Luster. “To watch the interaction 
between faculty and students, and to see the true educational 
benefits that these facilities bring, underscore the return on 
investment that the voters of San Diego have made to education 
and to Mesa College. Thank you.” 
  Dean Charles Zappia added, “this facility provides a space of 
inspiration and learning for both students and faculty. It’s a joy to 
see students making this place for teaching and learning their own.” 

    At the close of the remarks and the official ribbon-cutting, a shower of multi-colored streamers 
were launched from the third floor multi-use patio by students in the Anthropology and Psi Beta 
clubs (pictured above right). Tours and demonstrations in the labs were also offered.   
    Student speaker Danielle Taylor captured the whole experience in one thought, “Just as proud 
parents watch their child’s first step; it is easy to enjoy the same fulfillment in the realization of this 
magnificent building, except that the first steps belong to all of these students around you, moving 
forward into their futures.” 

Flanked by students 
holding the ribbon are (L-
R) Student speaker 
Danielle Taylor, Prof. Kim 
Perigo, President Pamela 
Luster, Chancellor 
Constance Carroll, BOT 
President Maria Nieto 
Senour, Prof. John 
Crocitti, VC/Facilities 
Christopher Manis, Dean 
Charles Zappia and Prof. 
Dina Miyoshi. 



Mesa Speech and Debate Team Wows and Wins 
 
 

The Mesa College Speech and Debate team 
put on an impressive display throughout the 
February 6-8 weekend, with strong results in 
two different events. First, Alondra Razo 
finished in the top 6 out of 53 competitors in 
Varsity Impromptu Speaking at San Diego 
State University. Razo and teammate 
Samantha Sespene carried that momentum 
into the Sunset Cliffs Classic — ominously 
referred to as “the blood bath” — at Point 
Loma Nazarene University. Razo and Sespene 
held their own against 74 competitors from 
41 different colleges and universities, finishing 
among the top 8 teams in junior 
parliamentary debate.  
         The success comes after hard work from 
more than just the team. Mesa alumni Jaimie Owens, Dennis Gulyas, and Jessica Haskin 
volunteered their time to help coach and judge the speech and debate team. Also lending a hand 
was Dean of Humanities Andrew MacNeill, who spent the entire weekend being a critic in a 
variety of speech and debate events.  
     “Each success on the speech and debate team is a testament to the wonderful work of this 
campus,” said Prof. Kim Perigo, co-coordinator of the Speech and Debate team. “These students 
are successful because of the professors who teach them in all their classes — trust me, they do 
remember what you say and use that knowledge every competitive day —  the counselors who 
guide them, the library staff who help them, and the staff and administration who support them. 
As always, we thank you all.” 
     
 

Team members from Left to Right: Jordan Grant, 
Daija Conner, Chris Gitre, Arahi Murillo, Alondra 
Razo & Isidro Osuna. 

Then, on Monday Feb. 16, came this:  
   The team competed on Valentine’s 
weekend (Feb. 15) at Cerritos College 
against 23 colleges and Universities, with 
Prof. Perigo reporting: 
   Jordan Grant  and Heidi Dotimas (not 
pictured) made it to the elimination rounds 
in parliamentary debate, winning a bronze 
medal, and placing third out of 28 teams. 
   Jordan was also the 4th place speaker in 
parliamentary debate (out of 56 speakers), 
then making it to the finals (top 6 speakers) 
in impromptu speaking (out of 39 speakers). 
   Great job and congratulations, and thanks 
for another winning team! 

L to R (Back): Kyle McClure, Samson Sniff, Chris Gitre. (Front): 
Dajia Connor, Heidi Dotimas, Samantha Sespene, Dean Andy 
MacNeill, Alondra Razo, Jordan Grant, Arahi Murillo. 



Snapshots of Spring so far…. Find more at        /sandiegomesacollege  

 Spring activities began 
even before classes 
started with a terrific 
turnout for the 2015 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Parade. Thanks to all who 
showed their Olympian 
Spirit and marched with 
pride, Mesa style! 
 
In a live-art happening, 
Mesa College fashion 
students took over the 
lobby of the College’s 
LRC. With paper, scissors 
and trim in hand they 
created Valentine’s Day 
fashions on the spot in an 
hour and a half.  
 
Led by Student Affairs, 
Welcome Week offered  
more than a dozen 
activities including Aikido 
demonstrations, major 
and career exploration 
workshops, DSPS tours, a 
Music Department 
Orientation and, along 
the promenade, Welcome 
tents and Health and 
Wellness booths. This 
year’s most frequently 
asked question: Where’s 
EV? New this year, the 
Dramatic Arts Open 
House & Tours were a 
great success (photos at 
right) 
 
2015 Spring Club Rush 
gave students a chance to 
sample the multitude of 
Clubs offered at Mesa. 
The French Club and Prof. 
Uriel Ornelas even 
featured a French 
songstress. 



Welcome New Faculty! 
San Diego Mesa College welcomed three new full time faculty who  began teaching this semester.  
Thank you to all who served on the search committees for their work in finding these talented 
individuals. Welcome to our newest Olympian faculty members! 
  

Interior Design, Ronni Whitman 
Ronni Whitman comes to Mesa from her most recent position as a Senior 
Interior Designer, Account and Project Manager for a firm in Orange 
County. Prior to that she was the Academic Department Director of the 
Interior Design Program at the OC Art Institute of California, where she not 
only developed the Interior Design program, but also served as the 
Department Chair. She holds a Bachelor’s in Business Administration from 
USD and a Master’s Degree in Architecture from Calif. Polytechnic 
University of Pomona. In addition to her educational background and as a 
professional interior designer, she is very active nationally with interior 
design organizations and associations as well as serving as a site visitor on 
Accreditation teams with the Council for Interior Design.  
  
Exercise Science-Head Football Coach, Peter Lofthouse 
Coach Lofthouse’s most recently served as an adjunct Physical Education-
Football Coach/Instructor at Citrus College.  He has  six years of 
community college teaching/coaching experience as well as of coaching 
experience at two four-year universities which include Baylor University 
and Texas Lutheran as a graduate assistant.  He holds a BA from Arizona 
State University and a Masters in Kinesiology from Baylor. His experience 
includes teaching physical education activity courses as well coaching, 
including both in season and off-season responsibilities. During his time at 
Citrus College he served as the liaison between the football program and 
student services, focusing on increasing the academic success of the 
football program as well as graduation and transfer rates for his 
student/athletes, which improved under his leadership. 
  
Radiologic Technology -- Jill Chagnon 
Jill Chagnon has over 30 years of Radiologic Technician experience 
including most recently as the Lead Radiologic Tech Specialist of 
Mammography at Scripps Polster Breast Care Center, where she was 
responsible for ACR accreditation, managing staff as well as training and 
orienting new technicians to department standards among a number of 
other job duties. As an adjunct faculty member, she has recently been 
working with the Mesa College Radiologic Technology faculty to develop 
curriculum in mammography. Jill holds a BS in Medical Radiography from 

Northern Arizona University and she completed her clinical externship at Scottsdale Memorial 
Hospital in Scottsdale, Arizona.   She is licensed by the California Department of Health in 
Diagnostic Radiologic Technology, Mammographic Radiologic Technology and Diagnostic 
Radiologic Technology.  
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Athletics Round-up 

The Spring semester welcomes Mesa’s 21st sport, Women’s Sand Volleyball this 2015 
season.  Sand Volleyball has been recognized as an intercollegiate sport by the NCAA and is now 
offered at nine different community colleges in California, including Mesa.  The team will be led 
by Kim Lester, Mesa’s current Women’s Volleyball head coach.   
   The Men’s Tennis team has started the 2015 season off with an impressive 6-0 record with big 
wins over reigning State Champion Ventura College and perennial powerhouse College of the 
Desert.  In conference play, they are 4-0 with dominant wins over Victor Valley, Imperial Valley, 
and Grossmont Colleges, The Men’s team has been crowned Pacific Coast Athletic 
Conference  Champions nine times with the last five titles being in consecutive seasons from 
2009-2013.  This year could be the team’s 10th title since its first title in 1968 when the team 
earned the title of State Champion.    Submitted by Simone Sherrard 

 
 

Familiar Faces, New Assignments! 
With new campus priorities, projects, and initiatives, faculty and staff have stepped up to take 
leading roles in various capacities. Kudos to the following, with thanks for leading the way for 
Mesa in its 51st year.  

Name Title Department Comments 

Jennifer Phelps Sr Clerical Assistant Counseling New Hire 

Manuel Jacobo DSPS Test Proctor DSPS New Hire 

Shuai Li ILT Chemistry Math Science New Hire 

Peter Lofthouse Assist Professor PE New Hire 

Ronni Whitman Assist Professor Interior Design New Hire 

Sahar King SSA Math & Natural Sci. New Hire 

Naayieli Bravo SSA SSSP Assessment New Hire 

Gwendolyn Mitchell SSA Veterans & Records Retire 

Angela Oberbauer Adjunct Faculty Political Science Retire 

Jerry Albert Adjunct Chemistry Retire 

Lillie Sherman Admin Assist Employment/Payroll Retire 

Kevin Bernaldez Production Service Asst Reprographics Resign 

COMINGS & GOINGS 



PASSINGS 
Farewell to Friend and Colleague, Pat Pidgeon 

Our friend and colleague Patrick “Pat” Pidgeon passed away on February 
11, 2015.  Pat began his career at Mesa College in 1970 and played many 
roles until his retirement in 1999.  He taught Philosophy for many years 
and was named Professor of the Year four times.  As a professor and as 
Chair of the Department of Social Sciences, Pat greatly broadened the 
Philosophy curriculum by developing several new courses.  In 1996, he 
became Dean of the School of Social/Behavioral Sciences and 
Multicultural Studies, one of the college’s largest schools. Pat was active 
in shared governance and served as Chair of Chairs, and on numerous 
committees at both the college and district levels. He retired in 1999 but 
returned to Mesa to pursue his first love, teaching Philosophy, on a pro-
rata basis.  Even after that, Pat continued his dedication to Mesa by 

Serving as Acting Co-Vice President of Student Services when that position became vacant in 2006.  He 
leaves a lasting legacy at Mesa. You can share your memory of Pat here. 
 
Former History Professor Douglas Smalheer  
Douglas Smalheer was one of the founding professors in Mesa’s History Department, teaching  
American and British History at San Diego Mesa College for 32 years, from 1966 to 1998. Doug 
delighted in bringing history alive for his students: he was known as a teacher who loved teaching. He 
also loved theater and participated in many community theater productions at Mission Playhouse, 
Coronado Playhouse, and others, during the 1970s and 80s. In 1975-76, Doug was awarded a 
Fullbright- Hayes Exchange Fellowship to teach at Wall Hall College in England.  In retirement, Doug 
volunteered with numerous organizations. See more here.  

Former English Professor Arthur Matula 
Another founding professor of the early years of Mesa was Arthur Matula, who passed away on 
February 1.  No further information was provided.  

Facilities Department Names Mesa College 

Employees of the Year! 
Dave Warczakowski reports that two Mesa facilities workers 
were recognized with 2014 SDCCD Facilities Awards.  
  Jorge Lopez was named Mesa Custodian of the year, and 
Ana Fuentes was named Mesa Gardener of the year. Both 
were recognized at the annual Facilities Retreat held  in 
January. They are pictured at right with Dave (left) and  
Donn Betz. SDCCD Director of Facilities Services.  
   Congratulations Jorge and Ana! 

http://www.tributes.com/obituary/show/Patrick-Francis-Pidgeon-102192744
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/utsandiego/obituary.aspx?n=douglas-smalheer&pid=173956618


The SDCCD is governed by its Board of Trustees. No oral or written representation is binding on the San Diego Community 

College District without the express approval of the Board of Trustees. 

Stay Informed and Engaged 
• Reminder:  
• Shared governance committee agendas, minutes and reports can be found at 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/governance/committees. 
• Missed Prez Pam’s First Monday on the Mesa? You can find all postings here.  
  

 

Mesa eNews is published by Mesa Communications Services. To add information items, e-mail 

lheil@sdccd.edu. Be sure to provide all specifics, and please limit your copy to 75 words or less. 

Thank you! Photos: Anabel Pulido and Carol Beilstein.  

http://www.sdmesa.edu/governance/committees
http://sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/presidents-page/updates/first-monday-on-the-mesa-2-2-15/
mailto:lheil@sdccd.edu

