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2017/18 Instructional Program Review UPDATE

 

PROGRAM REVIEW DATA AND RESOURCES

File Attachments:

1. JOUR_Annual_Student_Outcomes_2017.pdf  (See appendix)

2. JOUR_FHP_2017.pdf  (See appendix)

3. JOUR_Student_Characteristics_2017.pdf  (See appendix)

Web Links:

1. Link to LaunchBoard for CTE programs

 

Participants (REQUIRED)

Lead Writer: Janna Braun 

Liaison: Xiaochuan Song

Department Chair: Chris Sullivan

Manager: Linda Hensley 

 

Updates (REQUIRED)

The Mesa Journalism program did not undergo any major changes during the past year. Other program information includes: 

Faculty: The journalism program has not hired any new full-time or part-time faculty this year.  The only current full-time faculty member
is Janna Braun. The part-time faculty members are Kevin Cox, Sylvia Mendoza, and Jason Williams. We do not have any classified
staff. The program was able to participate in the SDICCA internship program this year for the first time with the addition of intern
Shauna Lindsay. 

Mission statement: The Journalism program's mission statement was last reviewed in 2016 has not changed and reads as follows: "
The mission of Mesa College's Journalism program is to provide the following: 
Instill an appreciation of mass media, including provisions of the First Amendment allowing for free speech/free press, both as
consumers of mass media and as potential professionals in that field.  We also provide student training in the fields of journalism and
public relations using hands-on publication labs, a variety of media outlets (newspaper, web site, social media), and practical courses
that terminate in either an associate's degree, certificate of achievement, or transfer to a 4-year institution. " 

Program Description: The Journalism program encompasses theoretical and practical training in print and online news media,
including newspapers and online media, as well as in the field of public relations. This program is designed to prepare students for
employment in the fields of print and online media and public relations.  Course offerings include: news writing, reporting, editing, and
online journalism. An advanced course devoted to the publication of The Mesa Press (Journalism 210A), San Diego Mesa College’s
campus newspaper, allows students to engage in all phases of newspaper production, including news writing, reporting, editing,
photography, advertising, design and layout.  The Journalism program emphasizes development of skills in grammar, news writing,
reporting, editing, production, and public relations for students interested in gaining employment in the area of mass media.

Degrees Offered: The program currently offer two degrees and one certificate: an A.A. degree in journalism, an AD-T in journalism,
and a certificate of achievement in journalism. 

Curriculum Review: There are currently several courses that will be undergoing revisions this year. These courses are Journalism
210A, Journalism 210B, Journalism 210C, and Journalism 210D. A new course, Journalism 204, is being revised for purposes of
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articulation with San Diego State with the hopes of being offered for the first time in Fall 2018. 

Vision: The Journalism program emphasizes development of skills in grammar, news writing, reporting, editing, production, and
public relations for students interested in gaining employment in the area of mass media. The program's vision was last reviewed in
2016 and has not changed. 

Strengths/Challenges: Among the Journalism programs biggest strengths are industry-standard newsroom technology; hands-on
practical newsroom experience; equipping students with critical thinking skills; outside networking opportunities, and successful
alumni.  The Journalism program's biggest challenges are: lack of adviser assistance/support in the newsroom; small course section
offerings; and heavy workload for students enrolled in the publication courses. 

Advisory Committee: The Journalism Advisory Committee lost one member, Tom Mallory, of the San Diego Union-Tribune, as he
moved into a different position with the U-T's parent company in Los Angeles. We have added three other members from the San
Diego Union-Tribune in Fall 2017: Bryce Miller, Lauryn Schroeder, and Kate Morrissey. 

 Outcomes and Assessment (REQUIRED)

Form: Outcomes and Assessment 2017/18 - Instructional Questions (See appendix)

 IE Data Analysis (REQUIRED)

Form: IE Data Analysis - Program Review 2017/18 - Instructional Questions (See appendix)

Program Goals

Journalism Program Goal Set 2014-2015

Goal

Goal Mapping

Strengthen student success and
retention by improving student lab
access; providing field trip,
workshop and conference
opportunities.
Currently, Mesa has only one full-
time Journalism professor.
Students can only gain access to
the newsroom lab when the full-
time professor is present. This
can present some challenges for
the students if they want to be in
the lab while the instructor is
teaching another class. The hiring
of a full-time newsroom lab
assistant would help to alleviate
this issue. 
Mesa Journalism students are
typically able to attend at least

CA- Mesa College Strategic Directions
and Goals: Strategic Goal 1.1, Strategic
Goal 1.2, Strategic Goal 1.4, Strategic Goal
1.6, Strategic Goal 2.1, Strategic Goal 2.3,
Strategic Goal 3.2, Strategic Goal 3.3,
Strategic Goal 4.1, Strategic Goal 4.2,
Strategic Goal 5.2, Strategic Goal 6.1,
Strategic Goal 6.2,
Institutional Learning Outcomes:
Communication:, Critical Thinking:, Personal
Actions and Civic Responsibility:, Self-
awareness and Interpersonal Skills:,
Journalism Program Outcomes: Law and
Ethics, Media in Society, Writing
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two conferences each year, both
put on by the Journalism
Association of Community
Colleges. Any time there are other
conferences and workshops in the
area, students will also
occasionally attend. 
Mesa journalism students are able
to get hands-on, real-world
publication experience by working
on The Mesa Press, the college
student newspaper, and its
companion website,
mesapress.com. In the coming
academic year, we also hope to
begin offering a magazine
production course.

Increase program visibility
through the use of college
publications and additional
distribution channels for program
publications
The Mesa Press is published six
times per semester and
distributed throughout the Mesa
campus utilizing the campus
newsracks. The Journalism
program has begun replacing
some of the older newsracks. We
have been presentend with the
opportunity to obtain newsracks
at no cost to the college that
would be maintained by an
outside company. However, the
program has been told repeatedly
that these types of racks would
not be permitted on the Mesa
campus. We hope to remedy this
situation by either obtaining
additional funding to purchase
new racks or obtaining permission
to install racks with advertising. 
The Journalism program also
places a heavy emphasis on
digital publication that mirrors the
professional industry trend. The
journalism program also has a
heavy social media presence, with
regular updates on social media
sites such as Twitter and

CA- Mesa College Strategic Directions
and Goals: Strategic Goal 1.1, Strategic
Goal 1.2, Strategic Goal 1.3, Strategic Goal
1.4, Strategic Goal 1.6, Strategic Goal 2.2,
Strategic Goal 2.3, Strategic Goal 3.1,
Strategic Goal 3.2, Strategic Goal 3.3,
Strategic Goal 4.1, Strategic Goal 5.1,
Strategic Goal 5.2, Strategic Goal 6.1,
Institutional Learning Outcomes:
Communication:, Critical Thinking:, Global
Awareness:, Personal Actions and Civic
Responsibility:, Self-awareness and
Interpersonal Skills:, Technological
Awareness:,
Journalism Program Outcomes: Law and
Ethics, Media in Society, Writing
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Facebook, and will continue to
explore other avenues to increase
program visibility.

Increase degree completion and
transfer rates
Mesa's Journalism program now
offers students a variety of
options for completing their
Journalism education. Beginning
in 2013-14, students could earn 1
of 3 degrees or certificates in the
Journalism field. Mesa has a
traditional A.A. Journalism degree
for students who do not wish to
continue their studies beyond
Mesa, as well as the new AD-T
degree in Journalism for students
who wish to major in Journalism
and transfer to a California State
University. Mesa also offers a
certificate in Journalism for those
students who do not desire to
pursue a full degree. Last year, 3
students were the first to
graduate with a Journalism AD-T.
It is the program's goal to at
least double that number in each
of the coming academic years. 
The program continues to revise
existing curriculum as necessary
and work with the Mesa Transfer
Center to ensure that transfer
students are adequately prepared
for upper-division courses.

CA- Mesa College Strategic Directions
and Goals: Strategic Goal 1.1, Strategic
Goal 1.2, Strategic Goal 1.3, Strategic Goal
1.4, Strategic Goal 1.5, Strategic Goal 1.6,
Strategic Goal 2.1, Strategic Goal 3.1,
Strategic Goal 4.1, Strategic Goal 4.2,
Strategic Goal 5.2, Strategic Goal 6.2,
Institutional Learning Outcomes: Critical
Thinking:, Personal Actions and Civic
Responsibility:, Self-awareness and
Interpersonal Skills:,
Journalism Program Outcomes: Law and
Ethics, Media in Society, Writing

Objectives and Plans

Actions

Journalism Program Goal Set 2014-2015

Goal

Goal: Strengthen student success and retention by improving student lab access; providing field
trip, workshop and conference opportunities.
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Currently, Mesa has only one full-time Journalism professor. Students can only gain
access to the newsroom lab when the full-time professor is present. This can present
some challenges for the students if they want to be in the lab while the instructor is
teaching another class. The hiring of a full-time newsroom lab assistant would help to
alleviate this issue. 
Mesa Journalism students are typically able to attend at least two conferences each
year, both put on by the Journalism Association of Community Colleges. Any time there
are other conferences and workshops in the area, students will also occasionally
attend. 
Mesa journalism students are able to get hands-on, real-world publication experience
by working on The Mesa Press, the college student newspaper, and its companion
website, mesapress.com. In the coming academic year, we also hope to begin offering
a magazine production course.

Action: Strengthen student success and retention  

Describe the actions
needed to achieve this
objective :

Improve student lab access; providing field
trip, workshop and conference opportunities for
students

Who will be responsible
for overseeing the
completion of this
objective:

Janna Braun and Dean of Humanities

Provide a timeline for
the actions:

By the end of Spring 2016

Describe the
assessment plan you
will use to know if the
objective was achieved
and effective:

Annual program assessment reports; surveys

List resources needed
achieve this objective
and associated costs
(Supplies, Equipment,
Computer Equipment,
Travel & Conference,
Software, Facilities,
Classified Staff, Faculty,
Other):

The hiring of a full-time instructional lab
assistant for the newsroom; traveling to
various conferences during the academic year;
hiring of additional adjunct faculty.
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Goal: Increase program visibility through the use of college publications and additional
distribution channels for program publications

The Mesa Press is published six times per semester and distributed throughout the
Mesa campus utilizing the campus newsracks. The Journalism program has begun
replacing some of the older newsracks. We have been presentend with the opportunity
to obtain newsracks at no cost to the college that would be maintained by an outside
company. However, the program has been told repeatedly that these types of racks
would not be permitted on the Mesa campus. We hope to remedy this situation by
either obtaining additional funding to purchase new racks or obtaining permission to
install racks with advertising. 
The Journalism program also places a heavy emphasis on digital publication that
mirrors the professional industry trend. The journalism program also has a heavy social
media presence, with regular updates on social media sites such as Twitter and
Facebook, and will continue to explore other avenues to increase program visibility.

Action: Increase program visibility  

Describe the actions
needed to achieve this
objective :

Install additional newspaper racks to distribute
The Mesa Press and replace old racks and
increase online presence through the Mesa
Press website and social media platforms

Who will be responsible
for overseeing the
completion of this
objective:

Janna Braun

Provide a timeline for
the actions:

Spring 2016

Describe the
assessment plan you
will use to know if the
objective was achieved
and effective:

Surveys; increased enrollment in journalism
courses.

List resources needed
achieve this objective
and associated costs

Additional newspaper racks (free if provided by
Ad Camp); a full-time newsroom instructional
lab aide; additional adjunct faculty.
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(Supplies, Equipment,
Computer Equipment,
Travel & Conference,
Software, Facilities,
Classified Staff, Faculty,
Other):

Goals Status Report (REQUIRED)

Action Statuses

Journalism Program Goal Set 2014-2015

Goal

Goal: Strengthen student success and retention by improving student lab access; providing field
trip, workshop and conference opportunities.

Currently, Mesa has only one full-time Journalism professor. Students can only gain
access to the newsroom lab when the full-time professor is present. This can present
some challenges for the students if they want to be in the lab while the instructor is
teaching another class. The hiring of a full-time newsroom lab assistant would help to
alleviate this issue. 
Mesa Journalism students are typically able to attend at least two conferences each
year, both put on by the Journalism Association of Community Colleges. Any time there
are other conferences and workshops in the area, students will also occasionally
attend. 
Mesa journalism students are able to get hands-on, real-world publication experience
by working on The Mesa Press, the college student newspaper, and its companion
website, mesapress.com. In the coming academic year, we also hope to begin offering
a magazine production course.

Action: Strengthen student success and retention  

Describe the actions
needed to achieve this
objective :

Improve student lab access; providing field
trip, workshop and conference opportunities for
students

Who will be responsible Janna Braun and Dean of Humanities
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for overseeing the
completion of this
objective:

Provide a timeline for
the actions:

By the end of Spring 2016

Describe the
assessment plan you
will use to know if the
objective was achieved
and effective:

Annual program assessment reports; surveys

List resources needed
achieve this objective
and associated costs
(Supplies, Equipment,
Computer Equipment,
Travel & Conference,
Software, Facilities,
Classified Staff, Faculty,
Other):

The hiring of a full-time instructional lab
assistant for the newsroom; traveling to
various conferences during the academic year;
hiring of additional adjunct faculty.

Status for Strengthen student success and retention  

Current Status: In Progress

If the Current Status
was marked
Completed, what was
the impact of the
completed objective on
your program:

If the Current Status
was not marked
Completed, what are
the implications and
next steps:

The program is still working on hiring a lab assistant
for the newsroom. We have made several classified
staff requests, but none have been approved. The
program has been able to hire one additional
adjunct faculty member. The magazine course is
unfortunately on hold as it does not currently fit
into the Journalism AD-T. Mesa journalism students
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have had the opportunity to attend a variety of
conferences over the past few years, including those
sponsored by the Journalism Association of
Community Colleges and the Society of Professional
Journalists.

Goal: Increase program visibility through the use of college publications and additional
distribution channels for program publications

The Mesa Press is published six times per semester and distributed throughout the
Mesa campus utilizing the campus newsracks. The Journalism program has begun
replacing some of the older newsracks. We have been presentend with the opportunity
to obtain newsracks at no cost to the college that would be maintained by an outside
company. However, the program has been told repeatedly that these types of racks
would not be permitted on the Mesa campus. We hope to remedy this situation by
either obtaining additional funding to purchase new racks or obtaining permission to
install racks with advertising. 
The Journalism program also places a heavy emphasis on digital publication that
mirrors the professional industry trend. The journalism program also has a heavy social
media presence, with regular updates on social media sites such as Twitter and
Facebook, and will continue to explore other avenues to increase program visibility.

Action: Increase program visibility  

Describe the actions
needed to achieve this
objective :

Install additional newspaper racks to distribute
The Mesa Press and replace old racks and
increase online presence through the Mesa
Press website and social media platforms

Who will be responsible
for overseeing the
completion of this
objective:

Janna Braun

Provide a timeline for
the actions:

Spring 2016

Describe the
assessment plan you
will use to know if the

Surveys; increased enrollment in journalism
courses.
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objective was achieved
and effective:

List resources needed
achieve this objective
and associated costs
(Supplies, Equipment,
Computer Equipment,
Travel & Conference,
Software, Facilities,
Classified Staff, Faculty,
Other):

Additional newspaper racks (free if provided by
Ad Camp); a full-time newsroom instructional
lab aide; additional adjunct faculty.

Status for Increase program visibility  

Current Status: In Progress

If the Current Status
was marked
Completed, what was
the impact of the
completed objective on
your program:

If the Current Status
was not marked
Completed, what are
the implications and
next steps:

We are still exploring various options to increase
program visibility, such as outreach with local high
schools and continued focus on digital content. The
program has expanded its social media reach by
creating accounts for Instagram and SnapChat, in
addition to Facebook and Twitter. Unfortunately due
to the district's restriction on campus advertising,
we have been unable to secure the no-cost
newsracks, as they contain ads.

 
Closing the loop on prior year resource allocations (REQUIRED)

We did not receive any additional funding for resource requests for 2016-17.
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Request Forms

 

BARC & Facilities Requests

File Attachments:

1. BARC Request - Journalism  (See appendix)

2. Quote - iMac computers  (See appendix)

3. Quote - Scanner and BD Writer  (See appendix)

 Classified Staff Requests

 Faculty Position Request 1

 Faculty Position Request 2

 Faculty Position Request 3
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