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CONGRATULATIONS to the AHSIE Seed to Tree Scholarship Recipients! 

The Alliance of HSI Educators Council and Student Leadership Committee extends our sincere congratulations 

to the 2018 AHSIE Seed to Tree Student Scholarship Recipients! 

Natchel Bello Luna, San Diego Mesa College; San Diego, California, Associate of Arts in Business. 

Kristen Teneyuque, San Antonio College; San Antonio, Texas, Associate of Arts in Liberal Arts, Associate of 

Science in Biology, and an Associate in Applied Science—Registered Nursing. 

Selena Carbajal, California State University, Fresno; Fresno, California, Bachelor of Arts in Psychology, 

Women‘s Studies, and Chicano Studies. 

Victoria Ruiz, Colorado State University, Pueblo; Pueblo, Colorado, Bachelor of Arts in Mass 

Communications with emphasis in Journalism, and Minors in Chicano Studies and Creative Writing. 

Sara Sanchez, University of California, Riverside; Riverside, California, Bachelor of Science in Biology. 

Jasmine Arellano, University of La Verne; La Verne, California, Master of Science in Educational 

Counseling, Pupil Personnel Services Credential with a Spanish Bicultural & Bilingual Concentration. 

The Alliance of Hispanic Serving Institutions Educators is excited to announce its 2018 scholarship recipients. 

six winners – two at the associate degree level, three working toward a bachelor‘s degree and one graduate 

student – will each receive complimentary travel to the 10th Annual AHSIE conference in Chicago, lodging at 

the Hilton Hotel and conference registration, along with a $1,000 cash award. 

This year our scholarship recipients represent the states of California, Colorado, and Texas. There were a total 

of 64 scholarship applications submitted representing the states of Arizona, California, Colorado, New Mexico, 

Nevada, Texas, Massachusetts as well as Puerto Rico. The applicant pool was represented by 17% Associate 

degrees, 74% Bachelor degrees, and 9% Master degrees. In turn, the scholarship review committee was 

represented by fourteen individuals from the states of California (2), Texas (8), Florida (1), New Mexico (2), 

and Nevada (1). 

The annual AHSIE conference is scheduled for March 25-28, 2018 at University of Illinois at Chicago, Chicago, 

Illinois. The scholarship recipients will be honored during the Conference at a special luncheon on March 26, 

2018. 
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The two winners in the associate degree category are: Natchel Bello Luna and Kristen Teneyuque. Natchel 

Bello Luna currently attends San Diego Mesa College in San Diego, California and is pursuing her Associate of 

Arts in Business. Upon completion from San Diego Mesa College she plans to transfer to San Diego State 

University to pursue her Bachelor‘s degree in Marketing. She maintains a 3.69 GPA. Her current leadership 

involvement inspires her to continue giving: ―I learned that as a student leader I had to model the way 

academically and professionally, inspire a shared vision, challenge the process, enable others, and encourage 

others from the heart. These leadership experiences have given me the opportunity to positively influence others 

to keep attending school and motivate them to never give up on their academic goals.‖ I dare say this has also 

inspired her to continue giving and striving, especially in light of this expression: ―I am my ancestor‘s wildest 

dreams and I will motivate others to never give up on their dreams.‖ 

Kristen Teneyuque from San Antonio College in San Antonio, Texas is pursuing a triple Associate‘s degree in 

in Liberal Arts, Associate of Science in Biology, and an Associate in Applied Science—Registered Nursing. 

She maintains a 3.14 GPA. Her passion is to help others and is evident in her academic pursuit. Upon 

graduation in May 2018, Kristen plans to start at Texas Tech in August where they have a RN to BSN online 

program. From unfathomable trials, Kristen has not only pushed forward, but has offered hope and inspiration 

to others. ―The biggest hurdle I see a lot of my friends struggle with is the time required to succeed in their 

educational goals. I remind them that it‘s not easy, but we make struggles today for tomorrow‘s success. I hope 

to improve the community as a future leader by inspiring others that they can reach their educational goals. I 

have had many obstacles to overcome while working on my education, but have managed to put those issues 

aside and reach for my dreams of being the first in my family to complete college.‖ 

Selena Carbajal from California State University, Fresno is pursuing a triple Bachelor of Arts in Psychology, 

Women‘s Studies, and Chicano Studies. She maintains a 3.9 GPA. Selena has fully engaged her wealth of life 

experience and applied it to the learning enterprise: ―I have turned my lived experiences into viable lines of 

research because after having had to create my own path for my research of interests. Through my involvement 

in the Ronald E. McNair Program and the California Pre-Doctoral Program, I am motivated to use my own 

diversity and encourage others to use theirs as an educational resource in teaching and scholarship.‖ She 

understands the role that mentors play in the lives of students, and she plans to pursue a Ph.D and become a 

tenure-track professor where she can engage students in the classroom. 

Victoria Ruiz from Colorado State University, Pueblo is pursuing a Bachelor of Arts in Mass Communications 

with an emphasis in Journalism, and Minors in Chicano Studies and Creative Writing. She maintains a 3.75 

GPA. Victoria has stepped out onto the stage leading her campus‘ Latinx Student Union during the tumultuous 

rescinding of DACA and this has only fortified her resolve to give even more. She recounts a story about a 

refrain her mother would always say: 

―Ever since I was a little girl my mother would repeat a single phrase to me, ‗Todos no piensan como tu, 

Victoria.‘ So, I, the little girl who did her homework by candlelight every time our electricity got cut off, grew 

up believing the world would never think the way I do.‖ This phrase not only challenged Victoria, but allowed 

her to grow into it and accept that sometimes one just has to create their own pathways. She plans to continue 

her studies and states: ―After graduation, I hope to continue my education and pursue a master‘s in 

communications or Chicano studies. My hope is to conduct research that connects cultural identity and media 

exposure. I believe research about Latino/as in society and how media may influence identity is sorely lacking.‖ 

Sara Sanchez currently attends University of California, Riverside and is pursuing her Bachelor of Science in 

Biology. She maintains a 3.4 cumulative GPA. She plans to complete her Master of Science in Clinical 

Laboratory Science. Sara recognizes that she just can‘t complain about how we as a Latinx community are 

represented in the health fields, but we must be that change by entering the field and impacting it from within. 

In her words: ―We are taught the importance of having a voice and the impact it can have on community 

members. We are reminded to give back as much as we can to change others‘ lives just as the programs we 



encounter on campus have changed ours. I plan to give back to the underserved communities in Spanish 

speaking areas once I am a Clinical Laboratory Specialist.‖ 

Jasmine Arellano is currently attending the University of La Verne in La Verne, California and is pursuing her 

Master of Science in Educational Counseling, Pupil Personnel Services Credential with a Spanish Bicultural & 

Bilingual Concentration. She maintains a 4.0 GPA. Her passion for serving the needs of the community are 

evident by her current involvements as well as by her future career goals: ―My educational plans are to continue 

learning and growing in the education field. At some point in my educational career, I would like to pursue my 

doctorate in educational leadership and organization to continue pursuing my interest in research to increase 

academic success among Latinx students and Latinx parent engagement. It is more than just helping the Latinx 

students succeed, but also making sure that their parents are also included in their journey.‖ 

All six will speak at the Monday awards luncheon at the AHSIE conference, where they will share more about 

their experiences as students at Hispanic Serving Institutions. 

This is one of many events planned for the conference, which each year brings practitioners of grant programs 

from HSIs around the country together to share best practices. This year the conference is being Co-hosted by 

the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC). Over 500 participants are expected to attend the 10th Annual 

Conference, to be held at the University of Illinois at Chicago—UIC. 

For more on AHSIE and the tenth annual conference, visit the web site at 

http://www.ahsie.org/conference/ 
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