
SAN DIEGO MESA COLLEG
E

Grand Opening of the 
San Diego Mesa College 
STEM Center

•         9:30am         Networking

•         10:00am       Remarks
                                   President Dr. Pamela T. Luster
                                   Biology Professor Miranda Mitchem, STEM Center Coordinator
                                   Mesa College STEM student Tahmina Habibzada, Biology major 
                                   and aspiring neuroscientist

•         10:30am       STEM Center tour and meet and greet with STEM faculty and students

Program

The San Diego Mesa College STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) 
Center, located on the first floor of the Learning Resource Center (LRC), will 
provide a space where students can meet with a tutor, faculty mentor, 
peer mentor, and STEM counselor. Students have a dedicated space where they 
can use computers with STEM specific software, have access to and can check 
out equipment.

Students can collaborate with faculty and staff, via STEM Conexiones 
(Connections), and receive assistance with STEM-course scheduling and 
intensive support services. Through these services, the College aims to 
improve student success and persistence in STEM courses, and better prepare 
students to transfer to the UC and CSU systems in STEM disciplines.



The U.S Department of Education awarded Mesa College a 5-year, $5 million 
HSI (Hispanic Serving Institution) Title III STEM Grant to fund “STEM Conexiones” (STEM Connections), 

and support Hispanic and low-income students. The grant aims to increase student connections 
in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math)  through enhanced counseling services, 

workshops, peer mentoring and outreach, faculty connections through cultural professional
learning and STEM curriculum redesign, and pathway connections working directly with high schools

 and adult learners to prepare them for STEM majors.
 

This grant will establish a STEM Center and a STEM Research Incubator for students, 
and furthers Mesa College’s commitment as a Hispanic Serving Institution.

For more information, please contact Leticia P. Lopez, Ph.D., HSI STEM Grant Acting Program Manager 
at (619) 388-2353 or llopez@sdccd.edu. 

Please visit the STEM Conexiones website: sdmesa.edu/conexiones


